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stop press
Police at Trentham would like  
to thank our wonderful community 
for their endeavours during the 
COVID19 restrictions. We have 
been aiming to keep our little town 
safe and greatly appreciate that  
it hasn’t been easy for our citizens.  

We would also like to thank  
everyone for their kind thoughts, 
cards and flowers after the tragic 
loss of our four colleagues on the 
Eastern Freeway. May they rest  
in peace.

Senior Constable Sam Cubley
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from the editor

Life in isolation has dominated the  
chattersphere of late … no surprises there. 
But how delightful that the vast majority  
of feedback I’ve heard and seen (at 1.5m) 
has been so amazingly positive. Igna’s story 
on page 24 says so much about who we are 
as a community, as do the many and varied 
stories of good neighbourliness that are 
bubbling to the surface as we inch towards 
better days. I was particularly heartened 
when I crossed paths (1.5m) with Annie 
Smithers … she was heading to Du Fermier 
to put together a weekly food parcel for her 
staff … lovely stuff Annie. Another joy was 
the discovery of the song We Will Rise  
by Maria Forde,  
https://youtu.be/uwySfplh0hQ  
her gift of hope for a better world after 
COVID-19. 

We still have a way to go health-wise  
and economically. Let’s not lose sight  
of the opportunity ahead of us to learn  
from the time we’ve been given to reflect 
and perhaps revisit those neglected parts  
of who we are, that can get lost  
in the busyness of life. Keep checking  
in on each other, as a number of you have 
done with me.

StayWell … and keep washing your hands

cheers 
a m

Acknowledgement of Country
The Trentham Trumpet is distributed  

on the traditional lands of the Dja Dja Wurrung 
communities, represented by people from the 

Kulin nation. We acknowledge that sovereignty 
was never ceded and pay our respects to elders 

past, present and emerging.

This month’s cover contributed by Artist in Residence: Llael McDonald

A smidge ahead of Coronavirus Isolation, Trentham Easter Art Show,  
Artist in Residence, Llael McDonald was busy working with  
the students from Trentham District Primary School completing  
a 2m x 1.8m mural. Llael told me, ‘the kids loved working on something 
so big’. The work was layered starting with the preppies who  
‘inventively’ set to work on the forest floor, followed by each year level 
as more detail was progressively added. The native animal and  
environmental theme fitted in with the school’s current course of study, 
adding another layer of understanding to their labour of love. a m
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The Trentham Trumpet is published the first week of every month except January. 
Trumpet is the community’s voice to:
●  Inform on local news and events, and engage in topical discussion
●  Provide a platform to express considered views and concerns
●  Contribute to the historical record
●  Promote local trades and services
The editorial team reserves the right to refuse any article or advertising and to edit  
articles for length and clarity. Opinions expressed in articles are not necessarily those  
of the editorial team.
Articles should be no more than 350 words. Longer essays and stories can be discussed 
with the editor for inclusion.
Letters should be short and to the point, ideally no more than 200 words.  
The principles of civil discourse apply.
Trumpet Notes are a short acknowledgement that compliments, celebrates, shares  
a memory or gives a note of thanks.
Space in Trumpet should be booked by the 15th of the month.  
The deadline for submissions is the 20th of the month.
Please forward all items for publication to: 
Email: trumpet@trentham.org.au
Post: Trentham Neighbourhood Centre, PO Box 96, Trentham 3458  
or Cnr Market & High Sts, Trentham
Trumpet contributions and advertising guidelines, along with electronic subscriptions  
are available at www.trentham.org.au. 
Printed versions can be found in most retail and community outlets in and around  
Trentham. 
Thank you to the wider community for your ongoing support.
Editor: Amanda Marx
Editorial Committee: Amanda Marx, Karen McCrea, Suzi Donovan
Writer: Peter Young
Advertising: Amanda Marx
Design: Suzi Donovan
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volunteering

Volunteers are the lifeblood of community and the  
organisations that provide those activities that make  
living in Trentham such a wonderful experience rely heavily  
on the commitment of those who volunteer their time and 
expertise to make those activities happen.
In many ways, Trentham “punches above its weight” –  
we have more great cafés and eating venues per head 
than most, more talented artists and more welcoming 
B&Bs. 
One of the best ways in which we deliver at a high level  
is with the number and variety of community groups. 
Regardless of our passion or interest, it’s highly likely that 
we can meet up with some like-minded folk and share tips, 
techniques or just spend time together.
Depending on the size of the group, there will almost  
always be a team behind the scenes making it happen. 
They might only be a few, a dozen or even up to a hundred 
for a big event like Spudfest.
While volunteers are generally very happy to contribute  
to their community, it turns out that giving of our time  
is good for us! 
Numerous studies, including the OECD Better Life Index, 
have found that volunteers tend to be more satisfied with 
their lives because they’re interacting with other people, 
setting & achieving goals, and learning new things. Dr Tim 
Sharp PhD says, “Satisfaction with life is at least partially 
dependent on living a life with purpose & meaning and 
volunteering provides both these things in spades.” 
There are health benefits, too. Research by the  
University of Sydney showed that helping others triggers 
the reward pathway in the brain which releases “feel-good” 
neurotransmitters. These can give us a buzz sometimes 
known as the “helpers high”. Other studies have found that 
helping others is related to improved physical health, lower 
blood pressure and relief from depression & chronic pain.
But wait, there’s more! Whether we are just starting  
our working life, or looking for a change of direction, 
volunteering can help. We can gain experience in a target 
industry and make contacts with others in the field. At any 
age, it gives us a chance to learn and practice new skills, 
such as managing others, delegation, working in a team, 

project management, construction, communication  
and problem solving. 
Children, teens and young adults can gain from  
volunteering themselves, or by simply watching the  
adults in their world. By giving back to the community, 
they’ll see or experience how making a difference,  
helping others and creating change can make them  
feel good, too. Everyone also gets to know the groups  
in the community which helps to identify resources  
and activities for the whole family.
From a community perspective, there are enormous  
benefits. The Centre for Civil Society Studies suggests  
that volunteering is a beneficial way to connect and build 
positive relationships which increases trust, cooperation 
and respect for diversity. If you are new in town, you can 
make new friends through shared activities and interests.  
It also broadens your support network, exposing you  
to neighbourhood resources, plus you get to do some fun, 
personally satisfying activities. Longer term residents can 
strengthen existing relationships by committing to a project 
that will make a difference to the town.
If you’re not in a position to be able to volunteer, then  
at the very least be grateful & appreciative of those  
who do, so that you can enjoy the fruits of their labours.  
Recruiting people to donate their time & energy  
is a challenge for most groups and events … not made 
any easier by critical comments from the sidelines.
So, if you want to make a start, the best way is to choose 
something you’re passionate about. Both Trentham  
Neighbourhood Centre or Trentham Community Forum 
have lists of groups and contact details for the organisers, 
or simply ask around - there’s something for everyone!
Peter Shaw MBA, an alumnus of Sydney University  
who volunteered for a Uni research project says:  
“There’s something about giving to others that adds  
enjoyment to life. Finding an organisation or cause that 
engages your heart & mind, and contributing to it in ways 
that are meaningful to you and valuable to others,  
is a great gift to uncover.”
Helen Mac

the many and varied 
            wonders of volunteering



iso art
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we’re back!    
well, kind of….!
 
The annual Easter Art & Craft Show was cancelled  
due to Covid-19 restrictions. So, in response  
to our current ‘stay at home’ guidelines:  
as we can’t bring visitors to the Art Show, we want  
to bring the Art Show to our community! 
We are excited to announce our first online Art 
Show: Trentham ISO ART. Our Theme is ‘Trentham  
In Iso’. Just like life right now, this is a pared back version 
of the Art Show. We want it to be simple, inclusive and fun.
Accessible despite social restrictions, viewable  
on a common, non-specialised platform:  
Instagram http://www.instagram.com/trenthamartshow. 
Entry is free and low-tech. Simply email a photo of your 
work to info@trenthamartshow.org before May 31st.   
A sale price can be included – we’ll simply connect  
prospective purchasers, so no commission will  
apply. Judging will occur during the first week of June 
and winners will be announced over the Queen’s Birthday 
Weekend. Head to our Instagram page for more info.

Prizes will support our wonderful Trentham Traders  
doing it tough right now. We will be awarding a collection 
of vouchers from local businesses. Stay tuned for specific 
details, but prizes will be awarded for the: 
• Winner ($300)
• Runner up ($200)
• Second runner up ($100)
• Under 18’s ($50) 
We hope this show continues to promote local art, artists 
and businesses. 
We want to continue to engage with our fabulous  
community and for that to be easy in these challenging 
times. 
Most of all, we hope to spark some joy!

Terms, conditions, fees and charges apply. Full details available on application. Lending criteria apply. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879 acts under its own Australian Financial Services Licence 
number and under an agreement with a range of insurers. (1402762-1408138-5) (12/19)

Talk to us today

Your home loan 
and insurance all 
under one roof.



 
As humans, we’re supposed to be a rational race,  
but we now have a new experience of chaos that results  
in a kind of imbalance. What I notice is polarized mindsets,  
driving us either to the irrational thinking of a disconnected 
self-centred perspective (both from others and within ourselves), 
or a gut instinct directing us to reconnect and go back to what 
life is about. Our ‘gut’ is attuned to what we consider elemental 
- love, sharing, kindness, the collective mindset that manifests 
these qualities.

As a traveller of the “backpacker” variety - I was able to sense 
and feel, like everyone else, the side effects of this, Coronavirus 
crisis. Curiously the translation for ‘corona’ in Spanish is ‘crown´ 
– and I find myself now ruled by something beyond my control.  
l am both a witness and part of the crisis, totally on my own,  
with a feeling of being held captive by this unpredictable situation.  
It would have been easy to be defeated by the panic of such  
a captor. I hold on by thinking of my beloved ones, everything 
that comes from love and those to whom I am attached.

Navigating through the turmoil was like paddling a canoe  
without a paddle in the face of threatening waves. I found myself 
crashing against the power of the media and trying not to be 
capsized by people projecting their fear into hateful comments 
on the Backpacker Facebook groups. It seemed that everyone 
was able to think only of themselves. This is not meant to be  
a criticism, of course, people think of themselves in a crisis like 
this. Yet from more of a psychological perspective, I see the 
need to take good care of our personal lives and the need to love 
and feel secure in ourselves. But some have abandoned the 
understanding that we are like trees – from the outside we see 
an individual soul, but they are connected underground through 
their roots, embracing and connecting to one another, surviving 
and thriving together. 

Amidst these crashing waves, I could see I was not on my own, 
but amongst multitudes of others in the same situation – crisis 
soulmates. I managed to see that apart from buying a ticket back 
home (that would most likely be cancelled) there was another 
option. I found “Adopt a Backpacker-VIC”- 35 members. I joined 
the group; the next day there were 165 members, followed  
by different states around Australia opening their own groups. 
When I read the first post on joining the group, I was overcome, 
shedding tears of relief, shock, gratitude and excitement. 

I connected with a lady from Wodonga, and after a few days,  
I was on my way to her. She was kindness personified, not looking 
for anything in exchange, wanting only to help. We passed  
on to her our gratitude and love for what she was doing for  
us in the only way we could, by spontaneous ideas of different 
ways to help her back.

Two weeks of our lives were spent there, weeks I will not ever 
forget. Then Roberto saw another post from Paul Spiel, offering 
not only accommodation but food as well, in exchange for helping 
a couple of hours a day in this beautiful town called Lyonville.  
It sounded like one of those portrayed in books. I imagined  
a small cute town and with Mr.Google´s help, found it was  
surrounded by trees and lots of nature. 

Roberto sent an expression of interest, and Paul was willing  
to have both of us. I felt excited about the setting of the next 
chapter in my life.  Paul and the Lyonville community came  
to welcome us with ‘walking hugs’, those ones you cherish  
so much from your beloved ones- “nice and tight” as Paul would 
say to us when teaching us how to build a wire fence. 

Lyonville indeed did not only welcome us with a nice loving hug, 
but it turned out to be one hug after another. Paul posted on the 
‘Lyonville Community group’ on Facebook that he was hosting 
stranded backpackers – neighbours started, one after another, 
offering us everything they could think of, delicious veggies, 
bikes, ‘heart-made’ jams, bread and Anzac biscuits - not only 
once, but several times. We even got a fantastic exquisite dinner 
delivered by Judderbar. They brought their gifts to our home  
or had us collect them from their front yards. 

 
There were times I would cry, my involuntary expression  
of a crowd of emotions, working as nutrients to my soul and 
spirit. So much love has been expressed towards Roberto,  
Luke and myself, known now as the Temporary Lyonvillians. 

This experience with Paul and Lyonville has awoken in me  
a view of a new ‘soil’ – one from which the people could  
experience how life can be better and more genuine, more  
nourishing. Having said that, I can confess that this beautiful 
town, its people and energy have made what I considered a fairly 
impossible belief into something real and a blissful experience. 
Dropping the superficial self-centred lifestyle and finding part  
of your own balance. Contributing to others by extending  
a handful of love and generosity. It has turned my crisis into  
an amazing and challenging experience. Finding a deeper  
understanding of life, not only for what it holds for us but also  
for what we bring to it. Having found other people approaching 
life in this way has been delightfully revealing of a better world  

     iso’ life in trentham
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iso’ life

iso’ life in
lyonville 
Lyonville - a town with the L of Love

Host veggies

Host meal



     iso’ life in trentham
17 april at 14:06
Excuse my outraged indignation, but nowhere in the Ryobi 
RBL3601J Leaf Blower instruction leaflet do any of the  
otherwise comprehensive safety warnings say that the infernal 
machine is not suitable for indoor dusting.
If it is good enough to spell out that use of electrical machinery 
while standing in a bathtub of water is dangerous, then why  
not go the full distance and spell out the dangers of trying  
to blow domestic household dust away using the Hi-Viz and 
dangerously powerful (except when actually blowing leaves – 
see previous FB post) appliance?
Particularly in a room where “somebody” has been diligent-
ly doing a Dallas Trentham jigsaw and is – or was until a few 
moments ago – a mere session or two from discovering my 
affectionate little joke of hiding one piece (clue: “sock drawer”).
If I was American, I’d be on my way to court and a $US10  
million ($AUS1.4 trillion) damages payout by now.
Now for the hard part: does anybody know a pro jigsaw  
compiler who might be able to nip around here before she 
wakes from her daily post prandial somnolence?
Meanwhile, I turn to my good friend Google to research news 
articles on “divorce amnesty guidelines during coronavirus  
quarantining at home with somebody”.

18 april at 14:41
I went down the backyard today and found Sally painting  
“Peter” on the old dog house, which, as I told her, is a bit silly  
as we no longer have a dog and, if we get a new one, we’d 
hardly call it “Peter” as that is already my name.
Anyway, “that look” of hers suggested I keep moving on, get 
the step ladder and go back to retrieve the last piece of jigsaw 
puzzle from where it had become lodged in the light fitting over 
the dining room table. 
And in moving on, I decided to not mention my distaste for the 
mixing up of upper and lower case lettering in her paintwork.
Meanwhile, an angry letter to the editor of “The Trentham  
Trumpet” is coming up about the change to the previously 
high-quality formula for Clag Paste. They seem to have watered 
the mixture down since my Larrakeyah Primary School days.  
It now runs everywhere and sticks as much to me as it does  
to my project. 
And an unforeseen problem... I hadn’t thought thru that  
the puzzle parts would glue themselves to the tabletop  
as well as, as was intended, to themselves.
But ... I see an opportunity here ... Once the jigsaw is back  
to where she had it until yesterday, and indeed, once  
it is finished, we can laminate it as a permanent placemat.
Peter Young
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iso’ life

 
 

that we are a part of. I just wish there were more ‘Lyonvilles’  
on the globe, more Paul(s), more Kiley(s), thanks to Annie, Sally, 
Vicki, Kirk, Dougal, Sarah and so many more. 

I am sustained by gratitude. I have been given the opportunity 
to take a handful of your soil and have it slip through my fingers, 
teaching me the genuine meaning of give and take. This has not 
been as a contract but as a spontaneous relationship, without 
any condition other than genuine love, ‘painted’ in endless ways.

So far, it’s been two weeks of what the media have described  
as a depriving quarantine, but what Paul, Lyonville and  
its people have turned into an intensely rewarding enriching  
and loving retreat.

As for what the next few weeks in “Lyonville and Me” brings next, 
well, that remains to be seen.

Ignacia Houston 
“Igna, a temporary Lyon Villain”

Host painting



Trentham artist Carol Morris has found her perfect solution  
for managing the coronavirus personal isolation period; She says  
she spends every minute of every day in her studio. 

Her current project is creation of a book on birds, an extensive,  
eclectic collection including new and old paintings in different  
mediums, wood block prints and cut outs of former works on high 
quality art paper. It is a multi-layered project - Carol is a book binder 
as well as an artist.

The project started before the global virus crisis, and was originally 
going to depict birds from her Trentham backyard. But then she 
thought, why not expand to include birds or the area? And then,  
why not birds she had depicted during travels all over Australia?  
And finally, as an extensive international traveller with husband Ken, 
she decided to also record birds from all around the world. 

She has plenty of references as she keeps art journals of their  
constant travels.

Carol and Ken came to Trentham some 20 years ago after having 
become familiar with the area, originally after researching country 
locations for their daughter’s wedding.

And she came to art about 30 years ago after having worked as an 
occupational therapist in Australia and London.

She had always been creative, being stimulated by anything visual.

Carol branched out from OT into interior design and then  
architectural delineation – the drawing of what buildings will look  
like via interpretation of the plans. Her artistic entree was initially  
via precision botanical art.

“But one day, I picked up a big brush and ... went for it,” she said.

She has since worked in and won awards in a wide variety  
of mediums, describing her style as “eclectic”.

As well as creating art in a wide range of styles, Carol has recently 
become involved in supporting Trentham’s place as a home  
to a big community of artists and craftspeople, joining the Trentham 
Easter Art and Craft Show Committee. But she is going to have  
to wait a while before seeing an outcome from that work. While  
the coronavirus hasn’t stopped her personal art practice, it did force 
the cancellation of this year’s Easter Art Show. 

Her inaugural event as a member of the organising committee would 
have been last month.

Peter Young
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artist of the month



From the Trentham and District Recorder, October 1988 
In the absence of Trentham’s biggest and best-known 
event of the year, Spudfest, yet another ‘casualty’  
of COVID-19, this article captures an aspect of the potato 
industry of old. 

The Recollections of Tom Walsh:  
Spud Diggers of Trentham 1880-1970

Trentham was one of the points on the Australia-wide 
circuit of seasonal work. From the 1880s when potato 
farming got underway in Trentham almost to the present 
time a migratory labour force arrived in time for the potato 
harvest. Many of these were men who had tried their luck 
on the gold fields and were obliged to seek other work  
as the alluvial became worked out.

The work was organized on a piece-work contract basis.  
So much per bag was paid for digging, grading, bagging, 
sewing and loading, depending on the price at the time 
and the quality of the crop.

The workers were provided with huts (“the camp”).  
They looked after their own cooking, washing and so on. 
They provided their own tools of trade – a fork! If a crop 
was good, diggers would still try to get work even  
if “the camp” was full. Tom Walsh recalls one man attracted 
by a good crop he had one year: ‘made his own camp  
in a hollow tree’. A number of timber huts - the digger’s 
camps, can still be seen around the district.  On the Walsh 
farm the original camp was a timber hut, when this was 
burned down after a drinking session, it was replaced with 
the present one built of brick.

According to Tom a common characteristic of the spud 
diggers, was a liking for drink and a free life. The pattern 
was work, binge, work, binge. As in most towns  
accustomed to seasonal workers, the local general store 
provided men with credit until they were paid. This was 
a necessary arrangement for men who frequently arrived 
with nothing.

Diggers were mostly a hard bitten, hard living lot. One man 
nicknamed ‘Pongelo’ slept out in a frost after a drinking 
session; when he pulled off a boot in the morning a couple 
of toes were left in the boot. He was taken to Kyneton 
Hospital where doctors decided to amputate his leg. When 
he was to be prepared for the operation the next morning 
he was gone. Pongelo was discovered back in Trentham 
digging spuds.

Another man suffered terrible burns as a result of his  
drinking. Parts of him were burned away, Tom remembers, 
but he came back looking for work. Many had apparently 
fallen from a middle class life as a result of drinking: one 
man had been a Melbourne jeweller; another had been  
a solicitor. Many Bush traditions include an ‘Oxford  
Scholar’ who had fallen on hard times. Henry Lawson’s 
stories contain examples of this.

Trentham had its own ‘Oxford Scholar’ of whom the story 
is told of a certain farmer who overpaid him. When the 
farmer realized his mistake and asked the ‘Oxford Scholar’ 
to return the amount, the farmer was told in an impeccable 
accent ‘I’m sorry – the money has been spent’. The fact 
that other money of an equivalent amount would suffice 
cut no ice with this scholar.’

THE TRENTHAM TRUMPET PAGE 9

MAY 2020 AUTUMN

historical society



MAY 2020 AUTUMN

PAGE 10 THE TRENTHAM TRUMPET

spudfest

authentic  

irish stew
             (according to Margaret Fulton)
I’ve made this over the last several years for the Spud  
Hut tours (tastings at Bob Stewart’s hut) during Spudfest  
to keep “Reg” happy & fed! It’s gluten free, with only  
3 ingredients and seasoning, the spuds do all the  
thickening. Our farmers will be ‘harvesting’ the spuds 
about now.
Ciao! 
Bette
1kg diced lamb (neck chops are the authentic version)
2kg potatoes
500gm onions
Salt & pepper
2 cups water
Mixed herbs (1-2 teaspoons)
2 bay leaves
Trim excess fat off lamb. Peel potatoes, thinly slice a few 
& cut rest into chunks. Sauté onion to caramelise. Sear 
lamb. Put into a casserole dish with all other ingredients, 
stir, make sure water just covers it all. Cook in moderate 
oven 2-3 hours at least. (or cook in a slow cooker 6-8 
hours) Stir occasionally.
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anzac day 2020

THE ANZAC ON THE WALL  
(Shorter version) by Jim Brown

I was wandering in a country town ‘cos I had time to spare; 
And I went into an antique shop to see what was in there. 
Bikes and pumps and kero lamps, but nearly hidden by it all, 
A photo of a soldier- an Anzac on the Wall.

Such an honest open face, a young man in your prime, 
And it seemed that when I looked at you, your eyes locked onto mine. 
An image proud and confident inside a wooden frame, 
I felt myself drawn to you in a way I can’t explain.

“Does the Anzac have a name?” I asked. The old man answered “No. 
The ones who could have told me mate have passed on long ago.” 
The old man kept on talking and, according to his tale, 
The photo was unwanted junk from a clearance sale.

“I asked around,” the old man said, “but no one knows his face, 
He’s been on that wall for years, he deserves a better place. 
Some one must have loved him, it seems a shame somehow.” 
I nodded and said quietly, and said “I’ll take him now.”

So you came home with me mate - too long you’ve been alone 
I don’t even know your name mate, but you’re welcome in my home. 
Did you fight at Flanders, or perhaps Gallipoli? 
I’ll never know the answer, but I know you fought for me.

I wonder where they sent you, when you answered the call, 
Were you killed in action? Did you come home at all? 
You must have had a family - will you be claimed one day? 
To be honest, I hope not mate – ‘cos I want you to stay.

People come to my house, and they question me 
And I tell them a white lie, and say you’re family. 
They say, “You must be proud of him.” I tell them, one and all, 
That that’s why he takes pride of place - my Anzac on the Wall.

Jim Brown is an award-winning Australian poet and performer, journalist, 
singer, songwriter, and TV presenter.  
He is passionate about the power of the spoken word and has strong 
views about its place in today’s world.  

ANZAC DAY 2020
In the current environment,  
ANZAC Day this year was like we have 
never seen before. However, this did 
not deter the residents of Trentham 
from remembering the fallen. Last Post 
pierced the dawn sky and people held 
quiet vigils in their driveways and  
it certainly created a sense of community. 
Later in the morning wreaths were laid 
at the Cenotaph including the Mayor, 
Councillor Licia Kokocinski, on behalf  
of the Hepburn Shire Council.
Mike Gretton

Photo courtesy of Sue Mcbrattney



Presidents report 

To all the Trentham Saints family  
I hope you are well and managing 
with these unusual times we are 
experiencing during COVID19.  
As previously announced  
our season has been postponed  
to 31 May, as we approach this date 
we will be liaising with the League 
and appropriate health authorities  
to ensure that the safety of everyone 
involved in our Club is the number 
one priority. Keep updated on our 
social media sites for information 
regarding COVID19 and updates  
on our season and future club 
events. We are grateful for your  
support and understanding during 
these unprecedented times,  
we are doing our best to provide 
information and updates as they 
become available from the League.  
I ask if possible please support  
our sponsors during these times  
and keep in contact with one another. 
Cello Matricardi 
Club President

Club news

The Saints Weekly Draw will  

be going ahead but has been  

postponed to the 30th of April, 

please see details right.

A decision will be made regarding 

the major raffle in the following 

weeks.

Keep an eye out on our Facebook 

page every Friday for throwback 

photos from over the decades.

We encourage all players to maintain 

an adequate training regime.    
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coliban water

        no more  water hazard              at trentham club
Teeing off at the picturesque Par 3, 13th hole  
at the Trentham Golf Course is usually accompanied  
by the soothing noise of a waterfall. The problem is none 
of the club’s members can ever remember actually  
seeing it.
“It’s pretty noisy. We have always known there  
was something there,” Trentham Golf Club President  
Keith Webster said.
 “Until this work was done we didn’t enjoy its position  
as much. Thanks to the work being done, people looking 
back from the 13th tee will be now able to walk across 
and view it with a great deal of admiration.”
The Trentham Golf Course borders Stony Creek, which 
runs into the Coliban River just above Trentham Falls.
The club has been working with A Healthy Coliban  
Catchment project staff to clean up an area of about half 
a hectare along the creek to make it more accessible and 
improve the health of the waterway.
“This was a no-man’s land of willows, thistles,  
blackberries and other associated noxious weeds,”  
Club Course Committee Chair Geoff Durham said.
“We didn’t want the noxious weeds on our property 
blocking the waterway or affecting the water quality. 
Now our part of the waterway will be better than it was 
before. Given this creek falls into Trentham Falls, which 
goes onto the reservoirs, it is very important. We know 
how important it is to do our bit.”
The Trentham Golf Course was just one of nine sites  
A Healthy Coliban Catchment worked on in the Upper 
Coliban catchment during the project’s first year. AHCC  
is an innovative 20-year plan that brings together  
government agencies, local councils and local  
communities. At its core is the protection of one of the 
region’s most important waterways – the Coliban River – 
and its tributaries upstream of Malmsbury Reservoir.
In its first year, more than 26 kilometres of fencing  
has been put up, 35 hectares revegetated, 118ha  
of weeds removed, 55 off-stream water troughs installed 
and 10 Aboriginal Water Assessments completed.  
Project Manager Rod White said the work would have 
lasting effects.
“Fencing stock out of our waterways is important,  
as their manure can contain disease-causing micro-  
organisms known as pathogens,” he said.

“Extra treatment can be expensive and can lead  
to increased water costs for communities. Revegetating 
these waterways, including the work we will  
do at Trentham Golf Course, helps with filtration,  
but it also helps keep the banks stable and encourages 
native vegetation to grow in the water, which is great  
for native fish and platypuses.”
Installing off-stream water sources for farmers whose 
stock had lost permanent access to the waterways is also 
a key part of the project.
“Agricultural production, including cropping  
and grazing of cattle and sheep, is an important land  
use in the Upper Coliban catchment and we want  
to keep it that way,” Mr White said.
“And when it comes to weeds, we have removed 118ha 
of willows, hawthorn, blackberries and thistles, which 
can do horrible damage to waterways by diverting flows, 
using large amounts of water compared to native trees 
and reducing the natural habitat for platypuses.”
The Upper Coliban is also important culturally for the 
region’s Traditional Owners, with a number of significant 
sites along waterways.
“There is so much information to be shared about just 
how significant this area is, and has been historically,  
to the Dja Dja Wurrung people,” Mr White said.
“Aboriginal Waterway Assessments are an early step  
to making that happen.” 
The Upper Coliban River catchment supplies the raw 
drinking water for more than 130,000 people, including  
the towns of Bendigo, Trentham, Tylden, Kyneton and 
Castlemaine, and is a source of water for the region’s  
rural customers.
For further information please contact  
Anthony Radford  
0409 720 610 
anthony.radford@nccma.vic.gov.au  
anthony.radford@coliban.com.au

Dja Dja Warrung Clans 
Aboriginal Corporation



councilor’s corner

Update on Trentham Community Hub/Centre Project 
Advisory Group (PAG)
We held a virtual meeting in April where we discussed 
what each PAG member brought to the workings of this 
group. This proved a constructive way of acknowledging 
and respecting each person’s views and preferences.   
We are conscious that to be able to fulfil our role we have 
to take a broader perspective. We know that we will not 
be able to deliver on every single expectation in the  
community so we will have to make decisions to get this 
done. At its next meeting the architect, Ian Perkins,  
will bring some draft designs for the renovation of the  
Mechanics Hall. It was agreed that the “the ((main) hall  
is the hall” and it should be used as such, leaving the  
configuration and design of the utility areas and new  
parts still to be discussed. A good group of people doing  
a difficult job.

Draft Heritage Strategy, 2020-2030
A draft Hepburn Heritage Strategy 2020-2030 is now  
out for public comment until 8 May 2020. You can find  
it on the Council’s website.  It will provide the basis for  
an action plan for the next decade to ensure continued  
protection of the Shire’s extraordinary heritage.  
The strategy acknowledges that this region includes  
places of aboriginal, local, state, archaeological, national 
and importance.  

The Shire lies within one of the richest 19th century  
goldfields in the world. The intense migration and activities 
helped to shape the landscape by:

• Aboriginal knowledge of the topography and geology 
that was essential to the success of the gold mining  
enterprises;

• Introducing the building technologies of the Swiss 
Italians and mining infrastructure developed by Cornish 
miners;

• Other structures such as dry-stone walls, large scale 
19th century gold mining technologies, water hydraulics 
and terracing for irrigation;

• 19th century streetscapes, buildings, gardens and  
landscapes seen throughout the Shire;

• The distinctive Avenues of Honour seen throughout  
the Shire.
Cr Licia Kokocinski 
Coliban Ward Councillor & Mayor
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Can We Help You ?
Just a reminder to everyone in the Trentham community 
that the Lions Club is here to serve in any way that we can 
during these challenging times. 
• We can assist with firewood at a significantly reduced 
rate, for those with Health or Pension cards, and those 
financially impacted by Covid-19.
• We can provide a modest amount of financial and  
practical assistance in emergency situations
• We can sometimes liaise with other community groups  
and services in matters where we can’t provide a direct 
solution ourselves

We respect privacy and confidentiality at all times,  
and we understand that seeking, and accepting, help  
can be awkward. 
If you, a neighbour, or someone else you know  
is struggling now, or in the weeks and months ahead,  
then please contact us – we may be able to assist.
Tim Walsh  
President Trentham Lions Club 
0417 006 146
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CONTACT US
t | 5348 2306       e | shire@hepburn.vic.gov.au       w | www.hepburn.vic.gov.au

OUR COUNCIL - DELIVERING FOR OUR COMMUNITY 

TRENTHAM STREETSCAPES UPGRADES
Council is excited to announce that works will soon begin on Albert Street and at the intersection of 
High Street and Market Street, based on the adopted Trentham Streetscape Planning and Design.
The Streetscape Planning and Design was completed in 2014 for a number of towns in the Shire, and 
since then Council has progressively undertaken works outlined in these plans.
The plans underwent broad community consultation and reflect many of the streetscape 
improvements raised by the community.
The upgrades to the intersection of High Street and Market Street will reinvigorate a key intersection 
in Trentham by upgrading the footpaths, improving drainage, increasing pedestrian space, enhancing 
accessibility, and providing new street furniture and signage.
The works on Albert Street will provide greater definition of the parking areas and landscaping will be 
undertaken to improve visual amenity.
The contract has been awarded and work will begin on site in early May.  All efforts will be made to 
minimise disruption during construction.
For further information please contact the Project Manager:
Ben Lohse on 0456 719 180 or email blohse@hepburn.vic.gov.au.

TRENTHAM COMMUNITY HUB
Progress of the Trentham Community Hub project is well underway. Perkins Architects have been 
engaged to complete the design, and are reviewing previous design work, including community 
feedback. The Project Advisory Group (PAG), made up of community members, has met a number of 
times.
The PAG:
• have visited other community hubs/centres to get ideas, 
• are developing strategies to engage the broader community through the project, and 
• discussing key elements of the project to ensure the Trentham Community Hub meets the 

community’s needs.
The Trentham Community Hub will include the library, visitor information centre, customer service, 
meeting and function rooms, and original main hall.
As the project progresses, the project team will be seeking input from the community. Stay tuned.
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food for thought

pear 
    frangipane tart
This simple tart is a perfect way to use some beautiful 
autumnal pears. It serves 4 but can easily be doubled.  
You can also use pears that are already cooked  
and cooled.
Frangipane
50g mixed nuts, roasted is good, but raw is fine
50g castor sugar
50g butter
1 small egg, beaten
1 teasp plain flour
Pinch of salt
Filling
3 ripe pears
Juice of half a lemon
1 sheet of ready rolled puff pastry  
(or you can make your own)
1 tablespoon castor sugar
½ teaspoon cinnamon
1-2 tablespoons golden syrup
Preheat the oven to 180c.
To make the frangipane, whizz the nuts, castor sugar,  
butter and the egg in a food processor until well 
mixed. Add the plain flour and salt and whizz again. 
Scrape  
into a bowl.
Peel the pears if you wish (it’s not essential) and  
cut them into quarters, cut out the core and slice them  
into eighths. Toss with half the lemon juice, castor  
sugar and cinnamon.
Place the pastry onto a baking tray lined with baking  
paper. Trim the corners to form a rough circle. Spread 
the frangipane onto the pastry, leaving a 5cm border 
around the edge. Place the pears in a circular spiral  
over the frangipane and fold the overlap of the pastry 
over the edge of the pears. Put the tray in the oven.
Melt the golden syrup in a small saucepan (or bowl  
in the microwave) and add the rest of the lemon juice. 
After 15 minutes of cooking take the tart out and  
gently brush with the golden syrup mixture. Cook  
until tart is golden, about 25 minutes. Serve with  
cream or ice cream. 
Recipe courtesy of Jen Clarke

  

d
a mother’s love

Of all the special joys in life,

The big ones and the small,

A mother’s love and tenderness

Is the greatest of them all.

Anon
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roasted 
   tomato soup                                    (for the last of the tomatoes)
We’ve had a few frosts which marks the end of the 
tomato season. I bought a box of sauce tomatoes this 
year so have been busily making tomato sauce and 
passata, which is a perfect occupation for lockdown, 
then made this soup with the leftovers.
Serves 4
800g -1kg fresh tomatoes  
(or one 800g peeled tinned tomatoes)
6 cloves garlic, peeled
100ml olive oil
Salt and pepper
1 brown onion, chopped
2 tablespoons tomato paste
3 cups chicken stock  
(low salt if you are using bought stock)
Chopped parsley to serve
Crusty bread to serve 
Heat the oven to 200c.
Peel tomatoes: bring a saucepan of water to the boil. 
Cut a cross in the end of the tomatoes and in batches 
boil for one minute, drain in a colander and when cool 
enough slip off the skins. Alternatively, you can freeze 
the tomatoes in a plastic bag and when they thaw,  
the skins come off easily…who knew!
Roughly chop the tomatoes and put into a baking 
dish with the garlic and about ¼ cup olive oil.  
Season generously with salt and pepper. Roast,  
giving it an occasional stir for about 30-40 minutes 
until the garlic is very soft and the tomatoes  
are jammy.

While the tomatoes are roasting, chop the onion.  
Heat two tablespoons of oil in a heavy pot over  
a medium heat and add the onion and a pinch  
of salt. Stir and cook for a couple of minutes then  
turn the heat down to low and cook gently until  
the onions are really soft, about 20 minutes.
Increase the heat to medium, add the tomato  
paste and cook, stirring for a minute or two. When 
the tomatoes are ready, add them to the onions with 
enough stock to make a nice consistency, you don’t 
want it too runny: it will depend on your tomatoes. 
Simmer gently for 15 minutes. Cool slightly.
Whizz the soup with a stick blender or in a food  
processor and taste and adjust salt and pepper  
as necessary. You may even need to add a teaspoon 
of sugar to balance the flavour. Serve with  
a sprinkling of parsley, some parmesan, a drizzle  
of olive oil and some local crusty bread.
Recipe courtesy of Bon Apetit

food for thought
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We are proud to launch the new logo identity 
for Cool Country Community Enterprises Ltd 
(CCCE). CCCE is the company that operates 

the Trentham & Districts Community Bank® Branch. 

CCCE holds the franchise to operate Trentham & Districts 
Community Bank® Branch. CCCE is the franchisee.  
Bendigo Bank Ltd. is the franchisor.

Trentham & Districts Community Bank® Branch  
is in the financial services business offering a range  
of banking, finance and insurance products to suit  
business and personal needs. When you bank locally  
with us, the profits we earn are invested back into  
our community through the financial support provided  
to a wide range of local organisations, clubs and groups; 
and indirectly through dividends to our shareholders,  
who our constitution requires to be local to Trentham. 

CCCE works on the business, not in the business.  
It is made up of a board of volunteer directors who bring 
high-level experience & expertise and are bound  
& regulated by Corporations Law to govern the business. 

We feel that the new logo for Cool Country Community 
Enterprise (CCCE) reflects our town and community  
by depicting growth, change and renewal.

cool country 
community
enterprises

Away with the Faeries 
We all know that everyone thinks Trentham 
is a magical place to live. There is now proof 
that some people in Trentham really are 
away with the faeries.

It appears that faeries have made their  
permanent homes along the Wombat Trail  
in the forest near Stoney Creek Reserve.  
Evidence of their new permanent homes 
can be seen at the base of a number of old 
gumtrees. As faeries are magic and do not 
show up in photos it wasn’t possible for me 
to take any pictures of them but if you look 
carefully you can see the front doors to their 
tree homes! I saw 3 at last count.

Let’s hope they continue to spread their 
magic and if you look very carefully you 
might see them too.

ccce



A little bit of History....
The Trentham Life Activities Club Inc. was formed  
in 2010. Originally the Trentham “Senior Citizens Club”  
was very active, but by 2008/09, had only 4 remaining 
members. Concerned residents who saw a need  
for a group where seniors could meet, worked together, 
and after consultation and investigation with local  
residents, formed The Trentham Life Activities Club Inc.
Operating under the auspice of Life Activities Clubs  
of Victoria (LACVI), our President attends quarterly  
LACVI Meetings. State-wide there are approximately  
22 clubs, recognised by both The Council of the  
Ageing (COTA), and the State Government through  
Community Health.
Being not-for-profit community groups, Life Activity  
Clubs are run on a voluntary basis by their members.  
Each club elects a committee and sets fees. Trentham’s 
fees are currently $25.00 per financial year. All members 
are covered by insurance, whether inside or outside, while 
participating in club activities. A local monthly newsletter 
is distributed and a quarterly LACVI newsletter is also 
received by members.
It was decided at the AGM earlier this year to add  
‘and Districts’ to the Club name, as some members come 
from surrounding towns, not just Trentham.  

The Trentham and Districts Life Activity Club is currently 
offering 15 activity groups, with co-ordinators organising 
activities.  Members give input as to interests, and the 
committee then goes about developing the group.  
The club has around 120 financial members, and new 
members are always warmly welcomed.
AIMS:  To embrace the 2nd half of your life,  
energising your body, while enjoying social  
interaction and enhancing the mind.
MOTTO:  Life’s Better Together.
With the challenging times we are all facing due to the  
Corona Virus, the club is offering a “Helping Hand”  
to anyone in the community who may need it. Whether  
it’s a friendly chat over the telephone, a delivery  
of essential items, or a simple errand.  
Our President Di Clausen is happy to be contacted  
to organise what is needed, or for any matter relating  
to the Life Activity Club. Di’s phone number is 54241689.
You can also go to the website life.org.au and click  
on Trentham in the list of clubs for more information,  
or contact the Secretary, Gaye Lovelock at: 
gaye.lovelock@gmail.com or mobile 0411 150 114.
Remember, LIFE’S BETTER TOGETHER
Wendy Redman

trentham and districts life activities club inc.
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health and wellness

hibernating 
with the natural world
Life can be challenging at the best  
of times and now navigating through 
the unknown can leave us feeling 
defeated, with a desire to hide under 
the doona. The circumstances of the 
outside world are out of our control, 
but we do have a choice as to how 
we care for ourselves and each  
other during these challenging times. 
To counteract feeling disjointed and 
disconnected at present, let us take 
this time to connect with the wisdom 
of nature and align ourselves with her 
natural rhythm. 
Winter as the perfect time to hibernate 
and withdraw our outward focus  
to turn our energies within and align  
to the natural rhythm. It is a perfect 
time to connect to our true nature and 
the natural world to realign with our 
values and what matters. 

Life has changed and is constantly 
changing, but the one constant  
is nature’s laws and the circadian 
rhythm that links us to the natural 
world. Her laws are simple; she asks 
us to follow her rhythm and enjoy her 
bounty with gratitude. 
Early to bed and early to rise  
is a good habit to adopt to start 
synchronising with nature. This will 
facilitate rejuvenation, detoxification, 
hormonal regulation, improve your 
metabolism and bring clarity to 
manage stress. If you have trouble 
sleeping, try avoiding stimulation from 
technology before bed, watching the 
news or having caffeine after lunch. 
Drinking a cup of relaxing herbal tea 
or warm milk with a hint of cardamom, 
soak in a warm bath with magnesium 
salts or showering before bed,  
listening to gentle music, and  
meditation are some ways to help 
and assist with sleep. If your busy 
mind keeps you awake give yourself 
permission to put those thoughts  
to the side by writing them down  

to come back to them the next day. 
Keeping your bedroom free of clutter 
and burning aromatherapy oils  
to induce sleep are also useful.  
If all else fails, start counting sheep. 
Synchronize your rhythm with  
the rhythm of the natural world and 
wake up more refreshed with more 
clarity to deal with life’s challenges  
and have more energy to do the 
things you love. 

Catherine Laurent ND 
Self-care Activist  
www.indriya.com.au
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z-net

an introduction to z-net
Z-NET = Zero-Net Energy Town
www.z-net.org.au is an open source pathway  
to support rural towns, villages and regions throughout 
Australia to satisfy their own energy needs entirely from 
renewable energy.

In 2018, with assistance from Sustainability Victoria’s 
Take2 Community Transition Pilot, Hepburn Shire was 
selected to conduct Victoria’s first Zero-Net Emission  
Transition (Z-NET) Pilot, with two key objectives: 

1. To provide an expanded blueprint for how rural  
communities could satisfy 100% of their energy needs 
from renewable energy sources;

2. To create a holistic masterplan – Community Transition 
Plan (CTP) – to achieve this transition to 100% renewable 
energy and ultimately, zero net emissions.

Community Transition Plan (CTP)
The CTP was released in April 2019 and includes the most 
in-depth and place-based emissions profile in Australia.  
It documents the Shire’s current emissions profile and 
details comprehensive local approaches to cut emissions 
in energy, transport, agriculture, land use and waste.

Online resources
A snapshot of the CTP is available at: 
www.hepburnctp_snapshot report

The CTP in its entirety is available at: 
www.hepburnctp_full report 

Postcards developed for community engagement are 
available at: 
www.hepburnz-ne_postcards

More information on Z-Net is available at: 
www.hepburn z-net

Definitions
Zero-net energy A community that reduces and matches 
its local energy needs with a 100% renewable supply.

The CTP envisages achieving Zero Net Energy by 2024.

Zero-net emissions Reaching carbon neutrality, where 
local carbon emissions are 100% offset by measures that 
reduce, avoid or sequester carbon emissions.

The CTP envisages achieving Zero Net Emissions by 2029.

Each month we will focus on a small part of the  
Community Transition Plan to make it more relevant  
to households, businesses and land owners/farmers 
in our area.

CTP – Implementation Implementation of the CTP  
is overseen by a community Roundtable. 

Roundtable representation includes: Hepburn Shire  
Council (Dominic Murphy, Sustainability Officer); Hepburn 
Wind (Taryn Lane, Manager) and 12 members of the  
Hepburn Shire community. The Roundtable members 
work to guide local action and implement projects  
to support this transition.

Trentham is represented by: 
• Glenda Holmes
• Sebastian Klein
• Ian MacBean
• Jürgen Rhyon

In October 2019, Hebpurn Z-NET won the Community 
category in the 2019 Victorian Premier’s Sustainability 
Awards for leading the collaborative plan to make  
Hepburn the first zero-net emission shire in Australia  
within 10 years.

About the author
Jürgen Rhyon is an energy transition specialist with  
a strong technical and commercial background in energy, 
biotechnology and sustainability. Inspired by his active 
involvement in the Z-NET initiative, he co-founded t2zero 
Pty Ltd with a mission to help households and businesses 
accelerate their transition 2 zero net energy and emissions. 
t2zero offers market leading, energy efficient, domestic 
water heating and recently entered the solar PV market, 
servicing residential and commercial customers.
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z-net

Z-NET – electricity usage in Hepburn Shire
This Z-NET postcard gives a snapshot of electricity consumed 
by each ward in Hepburn Shire and illustrates the level of local 
renewable electricity generation as at 2019. 

Across the Shire, we currently generate 22.8% of our electricity 
usage from renewables. While the percentage of households  
with rooftop solar varies between 16-24% between wards,  
the majority of local renewable electricity generation this comes 
from the 4.1MW Hepburn Wind farm. A 7.4MW DC solar farm  
is proposed to be co-located at this facility and will provide  
a material increase in local renewable generation.

In Coliban Ward (Trentham), 11.5% of our electricity usage  
comes from renewables – entirely from rooftop solar. Although 
23% of households in Coliban Ward have rooftop solar, this  
generates only 11.5% of the electricity we consume.

Our mission as a Shire is to achieve zero-net energy by 2025… 
This means producing 100% of our energy usage from renewables

What does this mean for Coliban Ward residents?
Getting to zero-net energy is a big challenge. While Hepburn 
Z-NET and Council are looking at Shire wide initiatives,  
it is incumbent upon all of us to explore what we can  
do individually and collectively to achieve the goal of zero-net  
energy by 2025 and zero-net emissions by 2029. As a community, 
we could rally together and propose micro-grids, community  
battery banks, community owned generation facilities  
(like Hepburn Wind or a solar farm). We could also consider  
sustainable forestry in the form of community plantations  
to draw down carbon and provide sustainably sourced firewood 
for heating.

Many ideas for local action, connecting with Z-NET, were  
discussed at a recent Community Conversation organised  
by Trentham Sustainability Group. Using a shared google.doc, 
participants are setting up several project working groups. 

What we can do right now to make a difference…
Invest in rooftop solar this year

Rooftop solar has never been more affordable with generous  
national rebates and state incentives – including an $1,888  
rebate and matching $1,888 zero interest loan - for residents 
ready to install solar now. Information about the Hepburn Solar 
Bulk Buy can be found here www.mash.org.au/hepburn-solar.

State government subsidies of up to $4,838 are also available  
for batteries. Most postcodes within the Shire are eligible.

Learn more about how you can reduce your energy usage  
in your home or business

The Z-NET Home Energy Assessments and Energy Savvy  
Upgrades Program will be taking expressions of interest  
in the coming month in order to begin free energy audits  
and subsidised retrofitting support. Please register your interest 
by sending an email to assessor@hepburnznet.org.au. You will 
be notified when this program begins over the coming months 
(please note that the program launch date will be dependent  
on COVID-19 impacts).

Speak to your Z-Net roundtable representatives

Stay up to date with T3 and Trentham Sustainability Group  
initiatives that will share and expand upon the information  
set out in the Z-NET roadmap and Community Transition Plan. 
Your representatives are:

Glenda Holmes, Ian MacBean, Sebastian Klein, Jürgen Rhyon
Jürgen Rhyon, on behalf of Z-NET Roundtable Trentham Representatives
Visit www.t2zero.com.au

Source:  
https://z-net.org.
au/wp-content/
uploads/2019/04/
Hepburn-Engage-
ment-Postcards_
Small.pdf
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community plan

now ready 
for community consultation
The Forum Committee has been working on redrafting  
the Community Plan, with a slightly different focus than  
initially. As time passed and different versions were  
created, we learned that the best way to get financial  
and logistical/operational support from Council  
for the priority actions was to simplify the Plan.  
This also opens up opportunities for us to apply  
for grants and access other forms of support from  
State and Federal Government.
The current Plan (version 8.1) has 8 Vision Elements  
and 10 related Action Items. It was presented to a Council 
Briefing on April 14 and is now available for community 
consultation. The Draft Plan is in this edition of the  
Trumpet, along with a Feedback Form. It is also available 
on The Forum Facebook page and on our website.
The Plan is a practical one, focusing on key projects  
and initiatives that have the highest likelihood of being 
completed within the four-year timeframe. There is very 
little money available for implementation of Community 
Plans. In the 2019/20-year, Council has allocated  
$100k to be split between 11 towns, to be used  
for communication and consultation, as well as for minor 
project elements, including feasibility studies, etc.
This doesn’t mean that the other projects & improvements 
that were collected during the development process have 

been abandoned. All of the documents are available  
on the website at www.trenthamforum.com. Any  
community member who wants to convene and lead  
a group to address any projects that fit within the broad 
definitions of the Plan’s Vision and Action Plan is welcome 
to contact the committee and we will provide support.
After community consultation, the next step is to refine  
the Plan in preparation for a presentation to Council.  
The committee would like to present the final version  
to the June Council Meeting. 
The limitations of physical distancing during Covid-10 
makes the usual consultation processes impossible.  
We will be using a number of methods, including meetings 
using an online platform (Zoom), email and written  
feedback. Two of our committee members will also  
be available to have phone conversations –  
Christine Heazlewood (0427 056 154) and Susie Spence 
(0428 241 272). 
One other item: The Council is proposing that they appoint 
a “Charter Group” to coordinate the implementation of the 
Plan, going forward. The Forum Committee has suggested 
that it would be simpler for the Trentham Forum  
to convene the working parties from interested members 
of our community, rather than starting anew. We believe 
that this option will speed up getting into action on key 
elements of the Plan. We hope you agree.
Committee of the Trentham Community Forum  
(20/04/2020)
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2020 trentham & districts community bank scholarship program 

This is the second year running that Cool Country  
Community Enterprises Ltd, which operates the Trentham 
& Districts Community Bank® Branch, has offered  
its Scholarship Program to assist local students continue 
their education. 
The Scholarship Program is designed to support  
young people gain further access to higher education  
by supplementing the various study costs associated with; 
tuition fees, books, computers, accommodation etc.
Corina Sabo (Customer Relationship Manager) said  
helping young people gain access to tertiary education 
yields significant returns to the student, to their families 
and to the local community. 
Investment in the future through education pays  
long-term dividends that come back directly  
to the community. All applicants who applied had  
strong school achievements and are involved  
in the Trentham community.
The way we learn across the globe has changed  
tremendously, with online studying being the new norm 
due to self-isolating restrictions. This has not in any way 
dampened the enthusiasm of the 4 young talented,  
hardworking students selected in continuing their study 
this year.
We are proud of this initiative and pleased to announce  
the participating students selected in this year’s 2020 
Scholarship program. Congratulations to Joel Blanch  
now in his second year of his Bachelor of Arts/Law,  
Brook Dinwoodie studying a double bachelor’s degree  
in Nursing and Paramedicine, Lorena Mazzitelli  
studying a Bachelor of Arts and Jordan Savoia studying  
a Bachelor of Applied Science with a Masters  
in Occupational Therapy. 

Nothing is more inspiring than hearing from Joel and  
Sharni, last year’s scholarship students who both did 
exceptionally well receiving high grades. The feedback 
proves how important the scholarship program is to the 
students and their families.
In our recently released Community video Robyn Munday 
(Joel Blanche’s mum) shared how she felt about the  
Scholarship Program… ‘Trentham & Districts Community 
Bank® Branch awarded my son Joel a scholarship  
to help him transition into university. I cannot emphasise 
enough the difference it’s made to him. He has put his 
whole heart and soul into it and hasn’t had to stress  
at all about anything outside just doing his study.’
Whilst the future is unknown, it is more important than  
ever to support the young people of our community  
in achieving their dreams. 
Charl Parris 
Director
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Making the Most of Autumn
These past few weeks of autumn have been filled with 
crisp mornings and bright sunny days. With the current 
COVID-19 restrictions in place, I can’t wait to escape 
the claustrophobia of the house each day and take the 
dogs for a walk through the neighbourhood. Admittedly, 
I love looking at all the lovely gardens as I stroll past 
and Trentham is currently ablaze with the magnificent 
colours of autumn. 
There are two different pigments that are responsible  
for the wide spectrum of autumn colours we see;  
carotenoids are responsible for the yellows and oranges, 
and anthocyanins produce the red, pink and purple  
colours. As the season changes, plants stop producing 
the green pigment chlorophyll. The leaves change  
colour and eventually a layer of cells form between  
the leaf and the twig holding it, allowing the leaf to drop 
harmlessly to the ground.
Deciduous plants go into winter dormancy as a coping 
mechanism to deal with the harsh winters in their native 
lands. With cold temperatures and little light available, 
they literally ‘cut their losses’ and drop their leaves.  
This also protects the plants from damage caused  
by the snow and strong winds that often occur in the 
colder months. 
Evergreen plants from cold climates use different  
strategies to survive the winter and usually have thick 
leaves full of waxes and resins. Their use in garden  
design is invaluable and they are often described  
as adding ‘weight’ substance and structure to a garden. 
A garden devoid of evergreens is a sorry sight in winter!
Foliage from deciduous trees is often the star  
in autumn. However, there are many ways to continue 
the floral display right through into the colder months. 
The picture above is of a new planting I designed for 
a client in Glenlyon. Ruby coloured Penstemon ‘Port 
Wine’, hot pink Gaura lindheimii and russet Sedum 
‘Matrona’ compliment the intense yellow of the poplars 

and willows at this time of year. This garden bed is only 
a few months old and already it is exploding with colour!
Tips for Autumn foliage
• Think beyond trees for autumn foliage. Look for  
plants which ‘pay the rent’ and look good the whole 
year round.
• Shrubs such as Rosa rugosa and deciduous  
viburnums can fit into smaller gardens and have brightly 
coloured berries and beautiful warm season flowers.  
Perennials such as Solomon’s Seal and peonies can 
also make a contribution in the lower layers of the  
garden as their leaves change colour.
• People forget how vividly-coloured some ornamental 
grasses can be in autumn. I love grasses for their  
toughness, as well as their sense of lightness and  
movement. My favourites for a small garden are  
Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’. Those  
of you with a bigger space to fill can try the enormous 
Miscanthus giganteus that can grow up to 3 metres 
high!
Tips for the food garden
• If closing your vegetable garden down for winter don’t 
forget the possibility of covering the beds with mulch, 
textile or green manure to stop weeds.
• Evaluate your successes and failures for the year… 
buy yourself a ‘gardener’s five-year record book’  
or similar where you can record your activities in the 
garden; sowing times, harvest times, flowering periods, 
climactic conditions etc. I hate writing in mine with  
a passion, but the information is invaluable, and it’s 
such a pleasure to look back upon. 
Happy gardening!

Kaz Krasovskis 
Landscape Designer and Horticulturalist 

Insta: kazkrasovskis 
FB: Kaz Krasovskis - Landscape Design

 the trentham  
     garden

gardening with kaz



ATERICS 9.30 – 3.00     Monday – Sunday

BANK 9.30 – 4.00     Monday – Friday

COSMO 12.00 – 2.30 & 5.00 – 7.30   Wednesday – Sunday

GREEN STORE 11.00 – 2.00    Monday – Saturday

IGA 7.30 – 7.00      Monday – Saturday   8.30 – 7.00 Sunday

PETROL & STUFF 8.00 – 6.00      Monday – Sunday

PHARMACY 9.00 – 5.00      Monday – Friday   9.00 – 12.30 Saturday

POST OFFICE 9.00 – 5.00      Monday – Friday   9.00 – 12.30 Saturday

REDBEARD see http://www.redbeardbakery.com.au and Trentham Connections FB page  
 for opening times

RUBY GOOSE 9.00 – 5.00      Monday – Sunday

TRENTHAM GENERAL 8.00 – 12.00   Monday – Sunday & Thursday night take away meals      
 ph 0456 143 193 and see Trentham Connections FB page & Instagram 

   Grow Wild  
Gardening to sustain  
wildlife in the Hepburn Shire
This recent and very welcome 
book, written by Jill Teschendorff 
and published by Wombat Forest-
care Inc. is a marvellous resource 

and guide for using plants  
indigenous to this area to attract 
bird and insect life and contribute  
to sustaining our wildlife. Jill and 
her partner John Cable have 
worked over fifteen years clearing 
the widespread blackberry and 
gorse infestations on their property. 
Revegetation with native flora has 
meant that the whole food web  
and habitat have provided for  
“all creatures great and small” – 
imagine having an echidna living  
on your property!
A rich range of topics is covered, 
from geological formations, the 
types of soils in the three main 
areas of the Shire, to the details 
of the plants which are specifically 
indigenous to this region and how 
to incorporate them into the design 
of your garden. The photographs 
and graphic design contribute  
to this practical guide to all aspects 
of creating habitat.

An essential element in the  
creation of habitat is making wildlife 
corridors where landowners may 
be able to link up with neighbours 
along property boundaries.  
Even in the smaller domestic  
environment, it is possible  
to plant different layers, adding 
rocks and logs, to protect the 
smaller creatures and attract birds 
and insects.
There is a wealth of good advice  
for those with more established 
gardens, where layers of local 
plants can be added to existing 
exotics to blend well.
This 71-page resource is available 
for $15 at the Trentham Post Office, 
Paradise Bookshop in Daylesford, 
or through wombatforestcare.org.
au 
Fay Magee
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local traders stage 3 coronavirus covid-19 opening hours



Frances Harkin

Licenced Estate Agent 
Sales / Director
0425 766 799

Ceri Spain

Property Management & 
Sales Support
0400 619 729

Leslie Scott Photography

living, hoping to move to the 
Hepburn Shire. 

There are also many grey nomads 
looking for short-term rental 
accommodation to see them 
through this current COVID-19 time.

Harkin Property is seeing more 
prospective tenants seeking short-
term accommodation, although we 
don’t have much to show them at 
the moment. 

If you are a B&B or landlord needing 
tenants, please contact our 
Property Manager Ceri Spain to 
discuss our new 6-12 month short 
term lease agreements.

We are here to help and assist 
where we can.

We are very fortunate to be living 
in the countryside during this time 
of COVID-19. We have freedom to 
some extent being able to go for 
walks down different trails in our 
local area. Many of us have big 
backyards with lots of room to 
spread out and enjoy the green 
surrounds and fresh air. 

Some people in suburban and 
city areas are taking this time to 
evaluate their living situation and 
want to change things so that if 
and when this type of pandemic 
occurs again that they have plenty 
of outdoor space and are in an 
environment that is not densely 
populated.

These decisions have steered 
tenants to look towards country 

Country Lifestyle - a renter’s dream
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we’re here for you

GP PHONE 
CONSULTATIONS
DURING COVID-19

for many 
circumstances

Please phone or 
book on-line

In an emergency always call 000
BOOK  

ONLINE 
WITH 

www.springsmedical.com.au

Daylesford
10 Hospital St  
tel: (03) 5348 2227

Trentham
22 Victoria St  
tel: (03) 5424 1602

Kyneton
89B Piper Street  
tel: (03) 5422 1298

Follow us        https://www.facebook.com/springsmedical

Dr Mazzei has joined the team at  
Springs Medical Kyneton and will  
continue to see patients in Trentham. 
• Emergency Medicine
• Palliative Care
• Sexual Health
• Men’s Health
• Mental Health
• Implanon Accredited

Dr Fortunato Mazzei

Now at Kyneton



save  
up to  

$890  
per year

Use your tax refund  
to install Solar PV and  
generate ongoing savings

*Conditions apply. The Solar Homes Program is means tested – please refer https://www.solar.vic.gov.au/solar-panel-rebate website for 
details. Solar Homes Fact Sheet and Solar Panel Rebate Fact Sheet are downloadable from this link.

“Pricing from” refers to the upfront cost of the system where customers qualify for the $1,888 Solar Panel rebate + take out a matching 
$1,888 zero interest loan to be repaid over 4 years (48 months) at approximately $40/month.

Using your tax refund in Solar Energy could be the best decision  
you make this year. According to Solar Vic, a typical household can 
save up to $890 per year. Not only are you reducing your energy 
bills and saving money, you’re giving back to the community by 
helping reduce local emissions. In these uncertain times, solar 
power is energy you can depend on. 

Start saving now with our affordable price packages below. 

Solar Saver from $719*

Includes:
• 15x 340W AstroEnergy monocrystalline panels
• 5.0kW Growatt or Sungrow inverter
• Standard installation

Pricing:
$719 upfront plus ~ $40 per mth x48 mths
or $2,607 after Solar Panel Rebate ($1,888)
or $4,495 if ineligible for Solar Panel Rebate

Solar Smart from $1,454*

Includes:
• 20x 340W AstroEnergy monocrystalline panels
• 5.0kW Growatt or Sungrow inverter
• Standard installation

Pricing:
$1,454 upfront plus ~ $40 per mth x48 mths
or $3,342 after Solar Panel Rebate ($1,888)
or $5,230 if ineligible for Solar Panel Rebate

6.8kW

Solar Starter from $223*

Includes:
•  10x 340W AstroEnergy monocrystalline panels
•  3.0kW Growatt or Sungrow inverter 
• Standard installation

Pricing:
$223 upfront plus ~ $40 per mth x48 mths
or $2,111 after Solar Panel Rebate ($1,888)
or $3,999 if ineligible for Solar Panel Rebate

3.4kW 

t2zero.com.au

t2zero is helping households & businesses transition  
to zero net energy and zero net emissions

Jürgen 0436 220 220  
contact@t2zero.com.au  t2zero.com.au

5.1kW
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bus timetables
PUBLIC TRANSPORT VICTORIA – Daylesford to Melbourne via Woodend (and Trentham)

MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
Daylesford 06.25 10.20 15.20 17.25 09.15 14.15 17.20 09.15 14.15
Musk 06.29 10.24 15.24 17.29 09.19 14.19 17.24 09.19 14.19
Bullarto Service Station 06.34 10.29 15.29 17.34 09.24 14.24 17.29 09.24 14.24
Lyonville 06.38 10.33 15.33 17.38 09.28 14.28 17.33 09.28 14.28
Trentham (Milk Bar, Market St) 06.46 10.41 15.41 17.46 09.36 14.36 17.41 09.36 14.36
Tylden 06.56 10.51 15.51 17.56 09.46 14.46 17.51 09.46 14.46
Woodend Station 07.10 11.05 16.05 18.10 10.00 15.00 18.05 10.00 15.00
Woodend Station 08.35 11.20 16.30 18.35 10.15 16.30 19.15 10.15 16.30
Tylden 08.46 11.31 16.41 18.46 10.26 16.41 19.26 10.26 16.41
Trentham (Milk Bar, Market St) 08.57 11.42 16.52 18.57 10.37 16.52 19.37 10.37 16.52
Lyonville 09.06 11.51 17.01 19.06 10.46 17.01 19.46 10.46 17.01
Bullarto (opp Service Station) 09.10 11.55 17.05 19.10 10.50 17.05 19.50 10.50 17.05
Musk 09.15 12.00 17.10 19.15 10.55 17.10 19.55 10.55 17.10
Daylesford 09.20 12.05 17.15 19.20 11.00 17.15 20.00 11.00 17.15

Public transport extracts – please see ptv.vic.gov.au or call 1800 800 007 for additional information.

Daylesford to Melbourne via Trentham

Kyneton Bus Community Bus

Free Bus
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letters to the editor may 2020

Dear Editor,

Since the COVID 19 social isolation rules, it has been 
lovely to see an increase in people walking in our beautiful 
Trentham parks and bushland with their canine friends. 
However, it is distressing that many dogs are off-lead, 
which can cause unnecessary angst and potential risk  
to others. Dog owners may believe their dogs are  
well-trained and controllable, however dogs are animals 
and react instinctively, and can be unpredictable,  
provocative or aggressive towards other dogs, humans 
and/or wildlife. The advantages of keeping dogs  
on a leash far outweigh the potential consequences  
of not. Keeping your dog on lead is considerate  
of others and makes everyone feel safe instead  
of wary when approaching an unknown dog off leash. 
Please continue to walk your doggies, now and beyond 
this period of isolation, just do it with others in mind,  
and so I can smile at you when I walk past rather than  
feel worried and fearful that your dog might cause  
us (or our lovely birdlife and wildlife) harm.

Thank you

Mez Lanigan

Picking up on a story in the Weekly Times I thought what  
a great idea to inspire some locals.

Local volunteer artists have been creating numerous  
artworks on buildings in and around the town of Tongala 
not only adding colour but a new sense of pride and  
enthusiasm for the community.

Trentham has a rich and valuable history which could  
be added to a number of blank canvasses around town 
which would be another drawcard in bringing people back 
once we are all able to get out and about again.  
The project in Tongala has been supported by the local 
Lions Club, Bendigo Bank and the artists of the area,  
all of which we have. Many towns around the country  
have had murals added to display their history and  
you only have to look at the silo art trails these days  
to see how popular they have become.

Just food for thought.

Ross Urquhart

dogs  
of trentham
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local business guide

BUILDING

 

CIVIL CELEBRANT

ELECTRICIAN

EQUIPMENT HIRE

GAS

HAIRDRESSER

 

HEALTH

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

MECHANIC

MECHANIC

NATURAL MEDICINE

 

PLUMBER

RIDESHARE

SOLAR

TREES

�����������������������
������� 

Re-energize your BODY, 
Calm your MIND,
Heal Your HEART 

and Nourish your SOUL 

Catherine Laurent ND
0418 364 497

www.indriya.com.au

 

SOLAR POWER 
On Grid & Off Grid 

 

03 4309 4027   breaze.org.au/pv 

energysolutions@breaze.org.au 

 
  



NOW AVAILABLE 
ON REQUEST

FRANCES HARKIN  

TAKES YOU ON  

VIRTUAL 
RESIDENTIAL 
TOURS

11a Bowen Street TRENTHAM

TRENTHAM COTTAGE IN THE HEART OF TOWN

Please call to arrange a private viewing.

Price: $595,000 - $635,000
Land size: 600m2

3 1 0

49 Victoria Street TRENTHAM

'Northcote Hall'

Price: $865,000 
Land size: 551m2

3 2 1

Are you a B&B with no guests?  
Or do you own a home and 
need a short term tenant? 

Speak to Ceri about our 6-12 
month lease agreements. We 
have tenants ready to view 
your property.

NEW
LISTING

NEW
LISTING

Ceri Spain 
Property Management  
& Sales Support
M  0400 619 729
rentals@harkinproperty.com.au


