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On Saturday, 9th June, the 

Kentokan Martial Arts School in 

Trentham hosted two high 

ranking officials from Melbourne 

who came to award Sensei Raoul 

with his 10th Dan from the 

Hanshi Kai International 

Federation. 

Hanshi (Grand Master) Bruce 

Haynes (holder of 44 world 

championships and Veteran 

World Champion), on behalf of 

Raoul’s peers from around the 

world, took great pride in 

presenting Raoul with the highest 

achievement a martial artist can 

aspire to, 10th Dan and title of 

H a n s h i 

( G r a n d 

Master).  He 

spoke to the 

K e n t o k a n 

students of his 

3 0  y e a r 

a s s o c i a t i o n 

with Raoul, of 

the proud 

tradition that 

i s  b e i n g 

taught to them by their esteemed 

teacher who is passing on the 

ancient knowledge of Budo 

(Karate).  He reminded them to 

train hard and to train “from the 

heart”. 

Hanshi Bruce also presented 

Dean Isles of Melbourne with 4th 

Dan and title of Renshi (Senior 

Instructor). 

Patricia Kent 

Hanshi Raoul Kent 

Last October the FORUM asked why Council had 

funded so few Trentham projects in total or 

proportionally. The reply we received made a virtue 

of a couple of recent projects that had been 

effectively forced on Council but failed to provide 

comparative information. At the recent June 

meeting, we requested: full expenditure 

information for all capital projects (other than 

roads etc) and initiatives approved in 

Council’s budgets for the past ten years. The 

response read out by the Mayor was in summary 

that “Council’s systems can’t provide the 

information . . .  if it was to be done manually . . . it 

would take too long / cost too much . . . and would 

probably be wrong”. Of course, another explanation 

could be that Council doesn’t want this information 

to see the light of day. Given the advice of a former 

senior officer that “Trentham has been screwed for 

years” it’s hard not to see it this way. 

The Budget was subsequently approved by Council. 

It included NOTHING for rate equity for Trentham 

in response to the 8-page submission made by the 

FORUM (we were allowed 3 minutes to speak to 

this). There are 2-3 projects (subject to State 

funding) in the Budget that will be valuable but 

these do not address the underlying causes of the 

discrimination Trentham suffers. We just don’t 

believe Council is serious in its claim to govern 

transparently on behalf of the whole Shire and is 

happy for Trentham to continue to subsidise other 

parts of Hepburn. 

The FORUM will hold a special strategy review 

meeting to decide what action we take next and will 

seek to further inform and engage everyone in the 

community. Please let us know your thoughts! 

Ian MacBean, Secretary 5424 1727 

Community Groups FORUM Report: rate equity 

rejected by Council 
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Submissions to the Trentham Trumpet will be accepted up to and including 

the 20th of each month.  Please forward items for publication (including 
advertising) to: 

Email: trumpet@trentham.org.au 
Post: 108 Mulcahy’s Road, Trentham 3458 

Guidelines for contributions and advertising are available at 
www.trentham.org.au/news-events.  A 300 word limit applies. 

Contributions from residents are welcome. 

Trentham Trumpet reserves the right to edit or refuse any article or 

advertising and to edit articles for length and clarity.  The opinions expressed 
in articles are not necessarily those of the editor. 

Your Trentham Trumpet is delivered to households in the town area of 

Trentham. Copies are also available at Trentham Newsagency; Trentham 
IGA; Trentham Petrol and Stuff; Pig and Whistle Hotel, East Trentham; Radio 
Springs Hotel, Lyonville. We thank all these businesses for their support. 

Editorial Committee: 
Pauline Nolan, Margaret Stockton, Victoria Wells and Ian Williams 

Editorial and Advertising Rates Enquiries: 
Ian Williams  5424 1199 

ABOUT THE TRENTHAM TRUMPET 
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2012 Great Trentham Spudfest 3-4 
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Gweneth Wisewould Modern 

Author 
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Inside this issue: 

Subscribe Online 

Your Trentham Trumpet is available online!  View all the 

photographs and supporting advertisements in glorious 

colour.  Additionally, you can ‘zoom’ the publication to 

enlarge the print and make reading easier.  Email 

notification is sent out each month once the Trumpet is 

uploaded to the web.   

Register at www.trentham.org.au, click on ‘News & Events’, 

then click Subscribe to ‘The Trumpet’.  Enjoy! 

Australian Sky and Weather travel each year to our home base in Kansas...Tornado 

Alley!. We document, study and photograph severe storms and tornadoes. Here, a 

spectacular and very large tornado (3/4 of a kilometre wide) moves across the prairies of 

Kansas on 14th April 2012. Such tornadoes cause untold millions of dollars worth of 

damage each year across large areas of the midwest and eastern states of the USA. 

These storms also cause significant deaths and injuries. (Photo Australian Sky and 

Weather Trentham Victoria) 

mailto:ianlyn@internode.on.net
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Councillor’s Corner 
This month's budget decision is a 

mixed one for Trentham and 

better than previous years in 

that regards. In it we see 

provision for the Trentham 

Recreation Reserve lighting 

project, the Domino Trail, the 

Wombat Trail and Spudfest. This 

is only one year out of four that 

Trentham has been heard by 

council to any real effect. This 

result should also be measured 

against the population and 

relative provision for the 

different areas considered. 

Councillors and staff have come 

as close as they ever have to 

actually grappling with issues of 

ward equity, however for 

whatever reason, councillors and 

staff seem unwilling to make an 

explicit statement regarding 

equity. For the moment we are 

faced with working with what we 

have and trusting in the best 

intentions of councillors and the 

continuation of a much-improved 

process on the part of officers 

regarding budget decisions. 

Exactly how best to address this 

issue has been the focus of many 

conversations and thought 

between myself, the community 

and the Trentham Forum. The 

new CEO has been fairly 

positive, visiting Trentham again 

late in June to survey some of 

the poor examples of council-

community relations, some of the 

dire needs and to talk about the 

town’s aspirations. 

We as a community need to be 

increasingly inventive to show 

our vision and solidarity for the 

community. Council has shown 

for the first time this year some 

good will, let’s think of ways to 

ensure that this becomes the 

normal standard. After all, our 

community deserves nothing 

less. 

All the best 

Sebastian 

The ‘SPUDLIGHT’ was certainly 

on Trentham on Saturday 

19 May 2012. 

The main festivities commenced 

on Saturday with the Kyneton 

Municipal Band trumpeting 

down High Street led by the 

‘Spud Spruiker’ .  Curious 

onlookers followed as they 

turned into Quarry St Reserve 

where Spudfest burst into life in 

the Spud Hub with an amazing 

carnival atmosphere. There were 

spud activities galore including 

over 31 stalls providing spud food 

and other products, spuds for 

sale by local farmers, free music 

and street theatre, children’s 

activities and spud hut tours 

thanks to the Historical Society. 

Friday’s opening night was very 

popular with those attending 

entertained by the magic voice of 

Marie Forde, toe-tapping music 

by Family Farm and a wonderful 

performance by John McLaren 

and Peter Fernon recreating 

characters from our earlier 

potato-growing community. 

Spudelicious finger food was 

supplied by the Trentham 

Combined Churches Committee. 

The Spudtactular Dinner lived 

up to its name and everyone 

danced the night away with live 

music by Black and Blue. 

The Spudfest committee of eight 

i s  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  t h e 

professionalism of the event and 

i n  p a r t i c u l a r  h o w  t h e 

community, businesses and 

visitors engaged and embraced 

it. There were a total of 37 

volunteers who worked from 7am 

to 7pm in Quarry St. These 

included the committee, plus 14 

permanent residents from 

T r e n t h a m ,  f o u r  e v e n t 

management students from 

Ballarat and Melbourne, seven 

others from Melbourne, and four 

soon-to-be residents of the 

Trentham area. 

Most importantly, several 

community  g roups were 

instrumental in delivering the 

event. A number of Trentham 

businesses also very kindly 

donated equipment, resources 

and services which was an 

enormous help. It was fantastic 

to see that several Trentham 

businesses also had a stall in the 

Spud Hub.  

The core objectives of Spudfest 

(Continued on page 4) 

2012 Great Trentham Spudfest—WOW, how amazing! 
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Domino Trail and Wombat Trail 
At the recent Hepburn Shire Council meeting the 

proposed funding for works on the above walks was 

passed.  $50,000 has been allocated for work on the 

Domino Trail and $45,000 for work on Stage 1 of the 

Wombat Trail, with these works to be undertaken 

over the next twelve months. 

The new funds for the Domino Trail will complement 

those recently allocated by the Department of 

Sustainability & Environment.  It is anticipated that 

there will be additional and new directional and 

historical signage, a minor change to the route and a 

greatly improved ground surface, which will enable 

those who are interested to walk or cycle from 

Trentham to Lyonville almost completely along the 

route of the old railway line. 

The Wombat Trail is a new initiative under which it 

is proposed to link each of the major Reserves within 

Trentham to create a walk around and within the 

town.  The walk will commence at the Visitor 

Information Centre and progress through Quarry 

Street and Stoney Creek Reserves, around the 

Cemetery and then along Countess Road to the Old 

Racecourse.  A walk around the Racecourse will 

enable a retracing of steps back to the VIC.   

The works will include historical and directional 

signage, new and upgraded surfaces, bollards and 

seating, with the trail being suitable for both 

walkers and cyclists. 

Andy Robertson 

are to bring Trentham and the 

su r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t y , 

businesses and visitors together 

and have fun by celebrating the 

area's rich potato-growing 

history. To strengthen the 

community, attract tourism, 

increase local business, raise 

funds for local projects and to 

leave a lasting positive legacy for 

our town. 

Spudfest is proud to be able to 

keep many components of the 

event free and accessible to all. 

You could just come along and 

soak up the free entertainment 

and atmosphere.  

In 2010 Spudfest contributed 

several thousand dollars towards 

the Trentham Neighbourhood 

Centre’s kitchen facilities and 

this year we paid $8,000 to 

upgrade power at Quarry St 

(Continued from page 3) Reserve. This power service can 

be accessed for future community 

activities. Money is also 

distributed to participating 

community groups. A portion of 

the funds raised is retained to 

run future events and where 

possible put towards legacy 

projects that will add value to 

the Trentham area and 

community for years to come. 

We would like to thank the 

locals, community groups, 

businesses, visitors, well wishers 

and all those who attended for 

your support and enthusiasm. 

This event was also made 

possible by many local and 

surrounding sponsors, including 

our major sponsors The 

Cosmopolitan Hotel, Kyneton 

Toyota, Trentham & Districts 

Community Bank® Branch, 

McCain Foods, Tourism Victoria, 

Hepburn Shire and FitzGerald 

Property.  

Together it is amazing what we 
can achieve!!! 

If you have any feedback or 
suggestions re Spudfest please 
email  
info@trenthamspudfest.org.au or 
v i s i t  t h e  w e b s i t e 
www.trenthamspudfest.org.au 
and under ‘invites’ click on the 
‘Spudfest gives back - have your 
say form’. This is your 
opportunity to have your say 
about how proceeds from 
Spudfest could be used to 
benefit the Trentham 
Community. 

Thank you, Jacinta Carboon on 
behalf of Great Trentham 
Spudfest Committee. 

2012 Great Trentham Spudfest 

mailto:info@trenthamspudfest.org.au
http://www.trenthamspudfest.org.au/
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Blood and Gorse 
mature plant can produce 40,000 

seeds.  It is a Weed of National 

Significance (WON) as a result of 

its impact on productive land 

and the environment.  It is also 

highly flammable. 

Control of gorse is best achieved 

through a combination of 

methods, depending on the 

situation and the use of the 

invaded land. These include 

mulching/mowing, cultivation, 

spraying, “cut and swab”, 

burning and grazing.  Cattle, 

goats and sheep will graze new 

shoots. 

Gorse is flowering at the moment 

and, in a domestic setting, one 

way of reducing its spread is to 

remove the flowering heads and 

prevent the development of seed.  

It has a deep tap root, but when 

the soil is moist, medium sized 

plants can be lifted effectively 

with a strong, sharp spade.  Low 

(<50cms), dense infestations can 

be sprayed effectively with 

Roundup, though it can take a 

little while for plants to die.  

Weakening them this way can 

make physical removal a much 

easier process and avoids the use 

of more toxic herbicides. 

Because gorse is such a serious 

and widespread weed, a 

Victorian Gorse Taskforce (VGT) 

has been established to assist 

landholders in the management 

of the weed.  The VGT can be 

found on the internet at:  

www.vicgorsetaskforce.com.au 

If you'd like to get some first-

hand experience of managing 

gorse, WeedFree Trentham 

meets on the third Saturday of 

the month.  Call Brad on 1126 or 

Jan on 1100 for  more 

information. 

Gorse is the second of our BIG 

FOUR environmental weeds for 

discussion in the Trentham 

Trumpet, but not the least 

intimidating. 

Ulex europaeus, Gorse, or Furse 

is the most recognised weed in 

Trentham and district.  It will 

invade any open areas including 

agricultural land, bushland, 

gardens - basically anywhere.  It 

has seriously prickly foliage 

which when dry becomes quite a 

danger.  The seed can last up to 

20 years in the soil and a single 

Sponsored by Trentham & Districts Community Bank® 

Branch, Greenlight Youth Driver Education Course participants 

(from left): Emma Wheeldon, Holly Wheeldon, Sophie Forgo, 

Luke Adams, Michaela Bruton, Kelly Fleming and Emily Howard 

http://www.vicgorsetaskforce.com.au/
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7th July   THE HURT LOCKER 
(USA, 2008, 131Min, Drama/
Thriller/War) 
Dir. Kathryn Bigelow Lang: English 
Forced to play a dangerous game of 
cat-and-mouse in the chaos of war, 
an elite Army bomb squad unit 
must come together in a city where 
everyone is a potential enemy and 
every object could be a deadly 
bomb. This film won an Academy 
Award for Best Film in 2009. 
Starring Jeremy Renner, Anthony 
Mackie and Brian Geraghty. 

4th August   THE USUAL SUSPECTS 
(USA/Germany, 1995, 106Min, 
Crime/Mystery/Thriller) 
Dir. Bryan Singer Lang: English 
A boat has been destroyed, 
criminals are dead, and the key to 
this mystery lies with the only 
survivor and his twisted, 
convoluted story beginning with 
five career crooks in a seemingly 
random police lineup. A funny film 
starring, Kevin Spacey, Gabriel 
Byrne and Chazz Palminteri. 

1st September   MARY & MAX 
(Aus. 2009, 92 Min, Animation/
Comedy/Drama) 
Dir. Adam Elliot Lang: English 
A tale of friendship between two 
unlikely pen pals: Mary, a lonely, 
eight-year-old girl living in the 
suburbs of Melbourne, and Max, a 
forty-four-year-old, severely obese 
man living in New York. Starring the 
voices of Toni 
Collette, Phillip 
Seymour Hoffman 
and Eric Bana. 

Anyone in Trentham will sooner 

or later encounter the name of 

Dr. Gweneth Wisewould. Her 

memorial clock is a feature of the 

main street, Trentham Hotel has 

dedicated a room to her memory; 

she has been honoured by 

authors, actors and poets. Now, 

in 2012, her memory will be 

renewed with the republication 

of her book ‘Outpost – A Doctor 

on the Divide’. 

‘Outpost’ was first published in 

1971 and has never been 

reprinted. Now Dr. Gwen’s niece, 

Nicki Berzkains, has republished 

her aunt’s work in e-book form 

making it easily available for a 

modern audience. 

Nicki has agreed to talk in 

Trentham about her interesting 

project. She will speak on 

Saturday August 18 at the 

Trentham Neighbourhood 

Centre, 11am – 12 noon, as part 

of Trentham’s Words in Winter. 

Nicki’s talk will cover her legacy 

from Gwen Wisewould and the 

steps she has taken to make 

Gwen’s work available again. 

The talk will be of interest to 

anyone keen to hear more about 

Gwen’s story and to people 

curious about the process of 

publishing in e-book form. 

Di Parsons 

Gweneth Wisewould Modern Author 

Films are screened on the first SATURDAY of the month (Feb to Nov) at 7.30pm at 

the Trentham Neighbourhood Centre.  Membership is $50 for a full year (10 films) 

or $25 for a half year (5 films).  Programmes available at TNC. 

This year the Clever Town 

Challenge will be held in the new 

Trentham Library. 

The new venue will make a real 

difference to Trentham’s ability 

to participate in the Challenge. 

Until now Trentham has been 

hampered by the lack of a library 

in this library-based event. The 

Challenge is based on book 

research to find answers to 

tricky general knowledge 

questions. Internet research is 

not allowed. The Challenge is 

also a team event and excellent 

teamwork has no doubt 

contributed to Trentham twice 

winning the Challenge Trophy. 

New participants are welcome. 

The event appeals to general 

knowledge enthusiasts and 

specialists alike; obscure 

specialist questions on maths, 

science, geography, music, art, 

botany and so on come up in each 

new Challenge. It is also a great 

activity for those who enjoy 

trawling through encyclopaedias, 

dictionaries and the like. 

Attempting to beat Daylesford 

and the other larger towns is 

also an attraction. Best of all, the 

Challenge is an enjoyable team 

activity with all the social 

rewards of working with others 

on an interesting and 

challenging activity. 

Make your diary date for August 

4, 10 – 12noon. 

Venue: Trentham Library, Albert 

Street. 

Enquiries: Di Parsons 54 241 227  

bluemt1@bigpond.com 

New Venue for Clever Town Challenge 

Ellen Kemp Memorial 

Writers’ Prize 

Are you a secret scribbler? 

Want to give your work an 

airing? 

Trentham Neighbourhood 

Centre, as part of Words in 

Winter, is offering a prize for 

a creative non-fiction or 

fictional piece from 1,500 to 

3,000 words. 

Junior entry 500-1000 words. 

For more information and 

entry form contact us:  

5424 1354 or 
www.ourneighbourhood.org.au 
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The library hosted a special 

preview day on Saturday 30 

June for residents to take the 

first look at the services 

available, including:  

 brand new book stock 

 adult and children’s services  

 public access internet 

 photo-copying 

 printing 

 access to over 3 million books 

held by public libraries across 

Victoria. 

The new facility is also designed 

to cater for events such as 

storytime sessions, Clever Town 

Challenge, Words in Winter and 

meetings of community groups. 

Membership is free, so what are 

you waiting for? Remember to 

bring personal identification to 

complete your enrolment. 

Lodge your request online 

If you don’t have time to call 

Council offices during business 

hours but have a general service 

request, why not jump online 

and submit the details there? 

Simply fill in the details online 

and you will receive an 

acknowledgement email within 

24 hours, a customer request 

number and the name of the 

officer who will be dealing with 

your request. It’s never been 

easier!  

Meaghan Francis 

Communications Officer 

Hepburn Shire Council 

Trentham Community 

Library opens! 

Trentham’s very own library 

opens on Tuesday 3 July. Make 

sure you pop in to see the 

remarkable transformation of 

the former Hepburn Health 

facilities with your own eyes.  

The library hours are – 

Tuesday: 

10am-1pm and 2pm-5pm 

Friday: 

11am-1pm and 2pm-6pm 

Saturday: 10am-1pm 

Trentham Words in Winter 
Words in Winter is a festival run in the major centres 

of Hepburn Shire over the weekends in August.  

Trentham is celebrating on 17, 18 and 19 August.  

There are a number of events over the weekend that 

encompass all aspects of writing, story-telling and 

culture, with a theme of “From little things..” 

The program is: 

When: Friday 17 August 7:15pm 

What: Opening Night Film 

 “My afternoons with Margueritte” 

Where Trentham Neighbourhood Centre 

Cost: $5 

A film from France starring Gerard Depardieu and 

Gisele Casadesus.  A heart-warming story about love 

and books; an improbable encounter that changes the 

course of a life.  Recommended for mature audiences. 

When Saturday 18 August 11am-12noon 

What An Attempt to Preserve Memories 

Where Trentham Neighbourhood Centre 

Cost Donation 

Nicki  Berzhains inherited the rights to turn Dr Gwen 

Wisewould’s book “Outpost” into an e-book. She will 

explain the background to her project and the processes 

involved. 

When Saturday 18 August 12.30pm-1:15pm 

What Cool Harmony Choir 

Where St. George’s Church Trentham 

Cost Free 

Cool Harmony invites you to listen to the little choir 

with the big sound.  From small beginnings in 2008, 

Cool Harmony has flourished and is now delighted to 

present some more challenging choral repertoire, 

including Gilbert and Sullivan, Paul Kelly and more. 

When Saturday 18 August 2pm-4pm 

What Bush Poetry Competition (sponsored by 

Trentham and District Historical Society) 

Where Trentham Neighbourhood Centre 

Cost  $5 

Entries to Gael Elliot by August 1.  Entry forms 

available Trentham Neighbourhood Centre or contact 

G a e l  E l l i o t  4 4 0 4  8 1 5 5  e m a i l 

dindelong@optusnet.com.au. 

When Saturday 18 August  8pm 

What Peter Fernon presents 

 ‘The Epic of Gilgamesh’ 

Where Trentham Mechanics Hall 

Cost $12 or $8 concession 

Gilgamesh, mighty king, is brought down to earth by 

the love of Enkidu, the wild man. Suitable for adult 

audiences. 

When Sunday 19 August 2pm-3:30pm 

What Combined Book Clubs 

Where Trentham Library, Albert Street 

Cost $5 

Read “Piano Lessons” Anna Goldsworthy, and then 

come and discuss the book over afternoon tea at the 

new library. 

When Sunday 19 August 4pm-5:30pm 

What Ellen Kemp Memorial Writers’ Prize 

giving 

Cost Donation 

All participants and their families welcome.  Entry 

forms available at Trentham Neighbourhood Centre.  

See advertisement for more information. Adult prize 

$100, Under 18’s $50 iTunes voucher. 

Gael Elliott 

mailto:dindelong@optusnet.com.au
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The Group that helps maintain 

the Trentham Railway Station 

(Friends of Trentham Station) is 

in desperate need of new 

members who can help share 

the workload. 

Th e  s t a t i o n  h a s  g r e a t 

significance for the town as it 

was the hub for the movement of 

timber, produce and people for 

nearly a century. We are very 

fortunate that the Trentham 

residents fought to preserve the 

station after the railway closed 

in 1978. It is now maintained by 

a small group of volunteers (8) 

and it relies on the income from 

the monthly Station Market to 

maintain the historic station and 

surrounds. 

Over the past 12 months the 

Friends of Trentham Station has 

actively promoted the market 

and, as a result, the number of 

stallholders and visitors to the 

m a r k e t  h a s  i n c r e a s e d 

dramatically. Unfortunately this 

has meant an increasing 

workload on our small band of 

volunteers and, unless we can 

get some more members who can 

give us three to four hours, once 

a month, we will not be able to 

sustain the market in its present 

form. 

The market provides another 

reason for people to visit 

Trentham and, combined with 

the monthly Farmers Market, 

helps generate valuable tourist 

dollars for the traders in the 

town. 

So if you are interested in 

preserving the history and 

character of Trentham and can 

spare some time on the fourth 

Sunday of each month, we’d love 

to hear from you.  Please contact 

Ross Urquhart on 5424 1509 or 

Michael Keaney on 5424 1010. 

Trentham Station and Market—We need your help! 

Our first annual general meeting 

has now been held and as a 

result we have two extra 

committee members to help us 

through the coming year. 

The two new positions of events 

co-ordinator and newsletter co-

ordinator will enable us to better 

organize the monthly events we 

plan to hold over the coming 

year. 

As the club keeps growing each 

month we are finding it more 

time consuming to keep abreast 

of the monthly organising 

required so from now on the 

situation should be greatly 

improved. 

Anyone wishing to join this fast 

developing club is welcome to 

attend our monthly meeting at 

the Trentham Hotel on the 

second Tuesday of each month at 

7.30pm or around 6.00pm if you 

wish to partake in a meal before 

the meeting. 

John Gray 5424 1166 

Cool Country Classics (Car Club) 

BADGAR WILDLIFE RESCUE 

AND TRANSPORT TRAINING 

SATURDAY 14th JULY 
WILDLIFE RESCUE AND TRANSPORTATION 

8:30AM - 6:00PM   COST: $30 

SUNDAY 15th JULY 
BADGAR WILDLIFE RESCUE DURING BUSHFIRES 

10:00AM – 4:30PM   COST: $20 

TO ENROL CONTACT 

MEL Mob: 0400 155 543 or RHODA Ph: 54 241 852 or 

Email melissa@wildlifeshelter.org.au 

For Sale 
1985 Mazda E2000 long wheel base Van. 

Brakes new, tyres and engine OK. 

Has dual rear wheels, so no wheel arches to 

restrict loading floor. 

Registration to 30/9/12. 

Suit trade or market stall participant. 

Price $1,000. 

Phone Leon on 5348 5620. 

mailto:melissa@wildlifeshelter.org.au
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Hello to all Trentham weather 

lovers... 

Australian Sky and Weather has 

returned from the USA and our 

annual storm chase season and now 

we are enjoying the Central ranges 

'wet winter'....The Autumn period 

across the Trentham region was 

rather ordinary with no real extremes 

of note other than a -4.2 low on the 

21st of May. Rainfall generally was 

below the average but not 

significantly, following a wettish 

summer groundwater and soil 

moisture remained good. So far in 

June rainfall has been above average 

and up to the 22nd June the region 

had received between 125 and 

140mm. 

 

MARCH 2012 

MEAN MINIMUM 8.1C 

MEAN MAXIMUM 18.1C 

WARMEST DAY 24.9C 14TH 

COLDEST NIGHT 3.4C 24TH 

 

RAINFALL 47.6MM 

WETTEST DAY 35.8MM 15TH 

 

 

APRIL 2012. 

MEAN MINIMUM 4.6C 

MEAN MAXIMUM 16.4C 

WARMEST DAY 24.1C 4TH 

COLDEST NIGHT 0C 30TH 

 

RAINFALL 40.2MM 

WETTEST DAY 12.6MM 23RD 

 

 

MAY 2012. 

MEAN MINIMUM 3.1C 

MEAN MAXIMUM 11.4C 

WARMEST DAY 17.4C 1ST 

COLDEST NIGHT -4.2C 21ST 

 

RAINFALL 58.6MM 

WETTEST DAY 27.8MM 25TH 

 

Best regards from Australian Sky 

and Weather Trentham. 

Have you ever wanted to know how to make salami or 

perfect cup cakes? 

Are you a member of a sports club and would like to 

learn how to make short films? 

I am not sure where this year is disappearing to but we seem to 

be half way through the year without me even looking up!  Term 

3 starts in on 16 July and TNC are offering the opportunity to 

learn some new skills.  Paul Hartney is a keen cook and has 

taken his culinary skills to a new level.  He makes salami, at 

home, and would love to pass on this acquired skill to new 

people.  The salami are fantastic, I know I have tried them, and 

the courses fill up fast, so get in quickly. 

Cup cakes are another culinary delight which everyone loves.  

Marie Louise is keen to pass on her knowledge on how to make 

perfect cup cakes for all occasions. 

If cooking is not your thing you may be into sport?  Jane Curtis 

from ABC Open is offering a 6 week FREE course on how to 

make a video about sport.  This project, 110%, is encouraging 

people who are interested in sport or the sociology of sport to 

make a film about a local sportsperson.  Your finished film could 

be selected to be shown on Grandstand. 

This is a great opportunity for 

local sports clubs to be involved in 

a film making project that they 

can use as promotional material.  

If you want to know more about 

this project go to http://

open.abc.net.au/projects. 

Are you a supporter of local food and farming? 

Do you want to see more Trentham produce in your 

pantry? 

Would you like to make your property more productive 

but don't have the time or resources? 

Find out about planning priorities for food and land use 

in the Shire’s Planning Review. 

PLEASE JOIN US IN A COMMUNITY CONVERSATION … 

… about the future of food production in the Trentham district. 

With your help we will discuss the challenges facing local 

producers and explore the opportunities for building long-term 

food security for our community.  Your participation is 

encouraged and welcome.  

MONDAY 23 JULY, 7.30 pm 

TRENTHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE 

Refreshments provided / Gold coin 

donation 

Hosted by Trentham Sustainability Group 

More info:  Justin Walsh - 0419 737 307, 

Glenda Holmes - 5424-1727, 

E: tsg@trentham.org.au. 

Future Food & Farming—Keeping It Local 

http://open.abc.net.au/projects
http://open.abc.net.au/projects
mailto:tsg@trentham.org.au


 

 

The Trentham Fire Brigade is wholly run by local 

volunteers – no-one is paid and most have their own 

jobs or businesses to run. But when the pager goes 

off with an emergency message, most drop what they 

are doing and go to the site. Many times this can be 

a false alarm or a local person doing a burn off that 

has got out of control. And, of course, there are the 

major bushfires that they attend. 

As volunteer firefighters to the Trentham Brigade 

this is their commitment. 

I have had many conversations with locals who just 

think "If a fire comes the CFA will fix it", or "I'll just 

leave". We cannot expect our local brigade to "fix it"; 

they will probably be busy putting out the fire 

nearby or elsewhere (e.g. Redesdale during the 

Black Saturday fires) and leaving requires 

knowledge of which direction to go to avoid the fires. 

The Music Trivia Night fundraising is for the 

extension to the CFA station which will provide 

more space to "garage" the trucks and Big Fill and 

allow room for the brigade members to have INSIDE 

toilet and shower facilities along with a meeting 

room that can accommodate all the members. The 

Brigade also is attempting to raise awareness of all 

residents' responsibilities through the local streets 

etc "Fire Guard" programme, and the "Fire Ready" 

meetings. As a resident of only 5 years in the 

Trentham area I am aware of how much I did not 

understand about fire preparedness, e.g. "Which way 

is North?" (being the most expected direction a fire 

will come from) and what road to take to leave the 

area if under threat or the need to have electrical 

generators, because odds are in a bad fire situation 

the power will go out, and what to do about the 

animals (pets or horses or livestock), let alone 

personal valuables. I believe there are many new 

residents in the Trentham area now, and many 

residents who are ageing and may need assistance, 

all of whom will benefit from our local Brigade's 

willingness to inform and educate. 

One of the great things about living here is most 

people actually do care. 

Bette McLaren 

This is a personal comment by a local resident. 
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Hard to believe that once again 

the sun shone brightly for our 

Farmers Market on Saturday 16 

June, perhaps the “Friendly 

Witch” cast a spell on the 

weather! Coliban Wines offered 

mulled wine to warm us up for 

winter and Dolphin Brewery had 

mulled ale available as well. 

We welcomed new stallholders 

this month; Linda, selling 

proteas and other natives, and 

Greg (“Longinomus”) selling a 

wide variety of rare plants. He is 

a horticulturist (and brother to 

local, Sue Bruton). 

The successful fundraising bbq 

was run by the Quarry Street 

Reserve Committee and this 

month a new variety of snag was 

on offer (curried). The music was 

provided by “Just Us” and had 

locals (Judy and Ian) jiving in 

the rotunda. (Judy and Ian are 

often seen at the Lions Old Time 

Dance). 

Next market is July 21 and the 

Farmers Market has reduced the 

fees to $25 for a stall.  According 

to a survey of our regular 

stallholders the Trentham 

Farmers Market is now “One of 

cheapest in the region” So if you 

know of anyone who would be 

interested in having a stall in the 

true vein of a Farmers Market, 

please contact SHIRLEY 

CORNEILLE cha irperson 

5 3 4 8  5 6 9 0 ,  o r  e m a i l 

trenthamfarmersmarket@yahoo.

com.au. 

And make a note in your diaries 

for August 18 – it’s the Farmers 

Market’s 3rd birthday and the 1st 

birthday of our Trentham & 

Districts Community Bank® 

Branch. Lots of celebrations and 

of course please come and 

“STUFF YOUR PANTRY!” 

TRENTHAM BRIGADE 

MUSIC TRIVIA NIGHT 
Date to be advised 

MECHANICS INSTITUTE TRENTHAM 

7pm for 7.30pm start 

$15 a head 

Bar service available - nibbles provided 

Bookings essential - Contact:  Paul Healy 0439741732 

Maximum table size - 10 

 

A fundraiser for the extension to the 

station 

mailto:trenthamfarmersmarket@yahoo.com.au
mailto:trenthamfarmersmarket@yahoo.com.au
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Monthly Old Time Dance 

Old Time Dancing is held on 2nd 

Friday each month in the 

Trentham Mechanics Hall - the 

June dance was in aid of the 

Historical Society with a large 

crowd of dancers arriving from 

near and far.  John Cook’s 

popular dance program and some 

happy winners of the door and 

spot prizes, and the well loved 

grocery raffle ensured an 

enjoyable evening. Music by 

Family Rhythm and a delicious 

supper is included.  Enquiries: 

Dorothy, 5424 1813 – dates for 

the next dances are Friday 13th 

July and August 10th.  

Winter Wood Raffle  

Tickets sold in the main street 

every Saturday for 3 weeks then 

drawn, and will be delivered 

locally.  Roughly 6-7 raffles 

running following each other –

keep entering for your chance in 

a draw. All tickets $1 each. 

The winner of the 2nd raffle was 

Mandy McKenzie of Sunbury 

who is often in the area visiting  

friend Kit. 

Win a metre of Red gum and Box 

wood mix – guaranteed to give 

you a good-n-hot fire through the 

winter months.   

Trentham Lions Club has 

their business meetings on the 

third Wednesday of each month; 

new members always welcome - 

for information please contact 

President, John Marion - 

5424 1460.  

Up and coming events for 2012 

include our usual Fun Run, 

Jumble Sales, Elderly Citizens 

Dinner and Carols in the Park 

and monthly Farmers Market.  

Dates for events will be posted as 

they get closer. 

Birthday Cakes  

One of the Trentham Lions 

favourite programs is to supply 

and deliver a birthday cake to 

persons in our district who are 

80 years and over.  If you are 

aware of anyone in the area who 

does not receive a cake, please 

advise Dorothy 5424 1813, of 

their details - (name, address, 

phone number and date of birth), 

and we will endeavour to deliver 

them a delicious birthday cake 

on their birthday. 

On the 19th of June the Trentham Sustainability 

Group hosted an informative evening showing the 

film of Nicole Voss’s power-point presentation, in 

which she gave a clear account of the twin financial-

oil crisis and by implication the food crisis. And, as 

someone in the audience remarked, collapse of the 

current system is not prediction, but increasingly 

part of our everyday experience. Everything points 

to the need for any country to concentrate its 

potential for organic food production as close as 

possible to where the population will be dependent 

on it, as transport-lines and oil-based forms of 

production, i.e. industrialized and chemical 

agriculture will break down. A recent series of 

articles in The Age: ‘The Future of Food’ points in 

the same direction. 

One point that Nicole Voss made, which might have 

got lost in the avalanche of information, is worth 

dwelling upon. Even if it all sounds a bit economist-

speak, I’ll still have a go: She insisted that ‘demand’ 

for a product means nothing, if there is no consumer. 

Who can afford to buy it? This points to a distinction 

that economists normally don’t make: conventional 

economic wisdom says: ‘price is a function of demand 

and supply’. This is the commercial, the trader’s 

perspective, on the market. Nicole Voss points to the 

producer’s perspective, in which: ‘demand is a 

function of price (what people can afford) and supply 

(what a producer can do with his/her resources)’. In 

the consumer perspective, you guessed it, is ‘supply 

a function of demand (what I need) and price (what I 

can afford)’.  

Why is this triple distinction important? Because 

without a continuous mutual consultation between 

(representatives of) the three perspectives, no 

adequate economic policy is possible. Hence my 

insistence on the need for something like a chamber 

of regional economy, to facilitate such continuous 

consultation. 

Henk Bak 

Trentham Lions Club News 

DEDICATION OF 

“THE NORMA RICHARDSON HALL” 

Bishop Andrew Curnow will be at St Mary's, 

Woodend on Sunday, 12th August at 2pm to 

dedicate our new hall, named after our very faithful 

Norma who has worshipped at St Mary’s for more 

than 50 years, and who has worked ever so hard for 

her church throughout that time! 

St Mary's is a sister church to St George's, 

Trentham and All Saints', Blackwood, so the hall 

will be of benefit to all three communities. 

Visitors are welcome to join us for this special 

occasion! 

With warm wishes, 

Rev’d Malcolm Thomas 
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Trentham District Football and Netball Club 

Trentham Sportsground Reserve 
benefit to our young drivers and 

I congratulate them all on 

participating and advancing 

their driving skills. 

Congratulations to the young 

participants in the Net Set Go 

programme and special thanks to 

Jo Adams and Angela at the 

supermarket for getting this up 

and running. Let’s hope that the 

parents put on a good show when 

they take the Net Set Go kids on 

in a parents vs children's match 

at their final training session. If 

all else fails I am sure that they 

will enjoy the BBQ afterwards. 

No word yet on our funding for 

the lighting project, but I am 

hopeful of a good outcome. 

There has been some interest in 

getting BINGO up and running 

for the town so I am presently 

looking into the requirements for 

this to proceed. Remember if you 

want the BINGO to go ahead 

then we will need your support. 

Georgie Patterson 

Hon Secretary 

A bit happening at the Reserve 

this month with some upgrading 

in the kitchen area and hosting 

the Greenlight Youth Driving 

Education Course for the 

Learners and P Platers that 

applied. 

Great to see this proactive 

Community Programme being 

offered in our Town. The course 

was heavily sponsored by 

T r e n t h a m  &  D i s t r i c t 

Community Bank® Branch 

and hosted free of charge at the 

Reserve.  This can only be of 

As we go to press, the first and reserves footballers 

are both in the top eight and the under 15s and 17.5 

teams are also enjoying a good year.  The netballers 

are also enjoying some wins and are improving with 

each game. 

The club is in desperate need of under 15 and under 

17.5 footballers so if you are aware of any potential 

players please let us know. 

Our annual major raffle is currently being conducted 

and will be drawn on 21 July.  First prize is a ride on 

mower valued at $2700, second prize is a trailer 

valued at $1000 and the third prize is a brushcutter 

and attachments valued at $300.  Tickets for these 

fantastic prizes are ONLY $2.00 and are available 

from the club, so please show your support for the 

local footballers and netballers 

by purchasing your tickets for a 

chance to win one of these 

fantastic prizes.  Ticket 

purchases can also be arranged 

by phoning 54241166 or 

54241566. 

GO SAINTS! 
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There’s only one medicine known 

to humanity that has truly 

remarkable properties. It 

restores vitality, mobility, 

balance, confidence, mood and 

strength, as well as positively 

contributing to social wellbeing. 

It lowers the risk of, slows down 

or in some cases even reverses 

the impact of illnesses and 

chronic diseases including 

obesity, diabetes, high blood 

pressure, osteoporosis, heart 

disease, Alzheimer’s disease and 

colon cancer. 

It is called exercise. 

Research is demonstrating the 

positive impact of exercise for 

people of all ages, without there 

being any negative side effects. 

Exercise is being trailed as 

supporting therapy to ailments 

previously thought out of reach 

for improvement. 

As we get older we tend to get 

less active. We are socialised to 

“take it easy” and “kick back and 

enjoy our days”. As it turns out, 

“taking it easy” is a risky thing 

to do. 

Our cardio-vascular system gets 

less effective, muscle strength 

reduces and with that balance 

impairs. This potentially impacts 

your ability to get out there, feel 

confident and socialise.  Our 

immune system weakens making 

us more vulnerable to diseases.  

With so many benefits and no 

side effects it is important for us 

to get out there and get active. 

After seeking medical clearance 

set regular times aside to work 

towards your wellbeing goals. 

Include routines that help build 

cardio endurance, strength and 

flexibility. Start easy and 

gradually build those areas that 

you feel are lacking. 

You can combine training with 

social activities. You will notice 

over time how your body will 

grow stronger, how you will feel 

better and more confident. 

Start slow and let wisdom 

prevail – create a training 

program that fits your ability, 

restrictions and goals. If you’re 

feeling dizzy, hurting or develop 

pain, stop and seek medical 

advice. 

I wish you well in your journey 

towards health, vitality and 

wellbeing. 

Samantha Redlich 

Trentham Fitness—Healthy Aging 

Diabetes is a chronic condition in 

which the levels of glucose 

(sugar) in the blood are too high.  

Blood glucose levels are normally 

regulated by the hormone 

insulin, which is made by the 

pancreas.  Diabetes occurs when 

there is a problem with this 

hormone and how it works in the 

body.  The two main types of 

diabetes are type 1 (insulin 

dependent) and type 2 (non-

insulin dependent). 

Our body relies on blood glucose 

for energy.  Insulin stimulates 

the body’s cells to use this 

glucose as energy to fuel a wide 

range of functions.  When a 

person has diabetes, the 

pancreas doesn’t make enough 

insulin or the body’s 

cells don’t respond 

adequately to the 

hormone.  Around 7.4% 

of Australians aged 25 

years or older have 

diabetes.  The risk of diabetes 

increases with age from 2.5% in 

people aged between 35-45 years 

to 23.6% in those over 75.  

Aboriginal people have one of the 

highest rates of type 2 diabetes 

in the world. 

Most people do not have any 

symptoms when they develop 

type 2 diabetes and regular 

check-ups are needed to diagnose 

type 2 diabetes early.  However, 

when the levels of glucose in the 

blood are particularly high (this 

is common in type 1 diabetes), 

symptoms develop.  These 

Symptoms are: 

 significant weight loss 

 tiredness and lack of energy 

 excessive thirst 

 blurred vision 

 increased risk of infections, 

such as thrush 

 frequent urinations 

There is no cure for diabetes.  

Treatment aims to prevent 

complications by controlling 

blood glucose levels, as well as 

blood pressure and cholesterol 

levels, and by achieving a 

healthy body weight.  The 

treatment depends on the type of 

diabetes.  Even without a cure, 

the symptoms can be very well 

controlled with diet, exercise and 

medication. 

The Springs Medical Centre is 

c u r r e n t l y  c o n d u c t i n g  a 

D I A B E T E S 

A W A R E N E S S 

MONTH, so please 

consider your long term 

health and have your 

blood sugar levels 

checked. 

Diabetes Awareness 
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Monthly 
Trentham Sustainability Group 

Meetings and activities vary monthly 
For details contact 

Glenda 5424 1727 / Russell 0422 006 989 

MONDAY (weekly) 
Peace Meditation 

9am-10am Neighbourhood Centre 
Gold coin donation to TNC 
Enq: Henk Bak 5424 1702 

Youth Group 
(except school holidays) 

4pm-6pm Neighbourhood Centre 
Enq: Brendan 5424 1402 

1st MONDAY (monthly) 
CWA 

11am-1pm at Mechanics Hall 
Subject to change depending on activities 

Enq: Lyn 5438 5568 

Friends of the Station 
7.30pm at 

Historical Railway Meeting Room 
Enq: Kaye/Leigh 5424 1446 

3rd MONDAY (monthly) 
Trentham Hospital Auxiliary 

10am at the Hospital 
Enq: President, Nancy Walsh 5424 1398 

Free Bus to Wendouree 
Departs Trentham 9am.  

Bookings essential. 
Enq: Judith 5368 6697 

Trentham Historical Society 
Committee Meeting 2pm at 

Old Police Station 
Enq: Susie 5424 1272 

4th MONDAY (monthly) 
Trentham Historical Society 

Working Bee 2pm at Old Police Station 
Enq: Susie 5424 1272 

TUESDAY (weekly) 
Trentham Playgroup 

10am-12pm at Mechanics Hall 
$3 per family 

Bring a piece of fruit to share 
Enq: Kerryn 5424 1646/Karen 5424 1141 

2nd TUESDAY (monthly) 
Trentham Car Club 

7.30pm at Trentham Hotel 
Enq: John 5424 1166 

WEDNESDAY (weekly) 
Table Tennis (April—September) 

7pm at Mechanics Hall 
Enq: Cory McKeone 

2nd FRIDAY (monthly) 
Old Time Dance 

8pm at Mechanics Hall $8 per person 
Next Dances—Jun 8 & Jul 13 

Enq: Dorothy 5424 1813 

1st SATURDAY (monthly) 
Trentham Film Society 

7.30pm at Neighbourhood Centre 
Enq: James/Brad 5424 1126 /  

Maria 5424 1237 

Community Mini Market 
9am-1pm at Neighbourhood Centre 

Enq: 5424 1354 

Trentham Adult Riding Club 
Enq: Katherine McWade 

0403 962 811 / 5423 9261 

3rd SATURDAY (monthly) 
Trentham Farmers Market 

9am-1.30pm at Town Square 
Enq: Shirley 5348 5690/0427542811 

Trentham Makers Market 
9am-1.30pm at The Cosmo Footpath 

Enq: Ruth 5424 1470 / Janine 5424 1535 

WeedFree Trentham 
1pm-4pm at various locations 

Enq: Jan 5424 1100 / Brad 5424 1126 

SUNDAY (weekly) 
St George’s Trentham 

9am Holy Eucharist. All welcome 
Enq: 5427 2460 

1st SUNDAY (monthly) 
Trentham Pony Club 

Newbury Reserve 
Enq: Kathryn Clark 0437073713/54241804 

4th SUNDAY (monthly) 
Trentham Station Market 

9am-2pm at Historical Railway Grounds 
Enq: Kaye/Leigh 5424 1466 

Trentham Community Garden 
9am beside Historical Railway 

Enq: Saskia 0418 257 156 

ONGOING EVENTS 

ARE YOU AWARE OF THE NEW BUILDING & 

CONSTRUCTION REPORTING REQUIREMENTS! 

Businesses primarily operating in the building and construction 
industry and engaging subcontractors face additional reporting 
requirements from 1 July 2012. 

Services from architectural or earthworks through to fencing or 
painting will be impacted. 

For each subcontractor, the business needs to report the 
following information each income year: 

 ABN 
 Name 
 Address 
 Gross amount paid (including GST) 
 Total GST included in the gross amount paid 

The annual report needs to be lodged with the Australian 
Taxation Office 21 days after the conclusion of the financial 
year. 

Reporting worksheets are available from this office to assist you 
in meeting your requirements. 

To discuss further please contact Andrew Marshall or Janine 
Orpwood - 54273790 (85 High St, Woodend) 

 
www.langleymckimmie.com.au    E: info@lmadvisors.com.au 

http://www.langleymckimmie.com.au
mailto:info@lmadvisors.com.au
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LOCAL BUSINESS GUIDE 
ACCOUNTANT 
Clement F Mooney 
Certified Practising Accountant 
19 Albert Street, Trentham  3458 
T: 03 5424 1441  M: 0412 584 555 

AUTO DETAILING 
Leonie Dickerson Quality Detailing 
Bookings Required 
1 Albert Street, Trentham 
M: 0427 744 326 

BUILDING SERVICES 
Advertise Here! 

ELECTRICIAN 
Fells Powerline & Electrical 
Brian Purcell  5348 2492 

FENCING 
Advertise Your Business Here! 

GAS (BOTTLED) 
Origin Gas Trentham 
For orders phone Gary Irvin 
M: 0409 135 070 
Your local LPG supplier 

HAIRDRESSER 
Advertising Space Available. 

HOTEL 
Pig & Whistle Hotel 
Crn James Lane & Pearsons Rd 
Open 7 days Mon-Sun. Great Food. 
For Bookings call 5424 1213.  

LAWN MAINTENANCE 
Lawn Clippings 
Ride-on mowing, Hand mowing 
Whipper-snipping & Gardening 
Carol Young 0408 995 178 

MECHANIC 
Vic Street Mechanical Repairs 
All tyre, gas and mechanical repairs 
All log book servicing 
David Clark 0409411900 /54241510 

MEDICAL @ TRENTHAM 
Springs Medical Centre 

22 Victoria Street, Trentham 
Appointments Monday—Friday 
Enquiries: 5424 1602 

Early last Wednesday morning our time, more than 

50,000 people from governments, businesses and NGOs 

like our own National Farms Federation were in the 

process of deciding on 283 commitments which 

countries could voluntarily participate in. These 

voluntary commitments are a statement of what these 

participants hope for the future of our planet as we 

rocket past a population of 7 million people. This is the 

purpose of The Rio+20 Earth Summit. 

While we do not have the debt problems of the US and 

the EU, the problems of a lack of arable land and war 

like Africa, or the rape of forests and cultures for oil 

and cheap low fertility farmland of South America or 

the bulging populations of Asia, we do face challenges 

which are, in their nature, global. 

Do you remember the hottest summer on record? Or 

has it been eclipsed by the three floods of the Summer 

before last? Are you aware how many days from 

Ballarat's water supply running out we were before the 

SuperPipe was connected to our irrigation districts? Do 

you know how much salinity is spreading or top-soil is 

being lost? How many jobs are being lost to overseas 

manufacturing and agriculture, using practices that do 

not value working standards or natural resources the 

way we do? 

Right now five of my young councillor colleagues are 

over there participating in workshops, discussions and 

debates with the likes of Ban Ki Moon (United Nations 

Secretary General), their own politicians and heads of 

state, multinational companies and organisations like 

the Red Cross, Brotherhood of Saint Laurence, OurSay 

and the National Australia Bank. These young 

Councillors, from NZ, the US, Germany, Finland and 

South America are lobbying and negotiating for the 

support of governments and international treaties to 

create economies in their own countries and elsewhere 

that support local farmers, that produce energy with 

clean, renewable technologies, preserve our lakes, 

mountains and forests for our children, ensuring in the 

process that there are jobs for them, where they want 

to live, in rewarding roles and industries. 

While the language of these commitments might be 

watered down by so many interests, while heads of 

state clearly prioritised the G20 economic discussions 

in Mexico, this is and will remain an important 

conference. I can only congratulate my fellow young 

Councillors for funding their own journeys, or for 

standing up on behalf of their regions and councils, for 

taking an opportunity to help shape the future of this 

planet, it's life and future generations. 

As I write, floods in Gippsland threaten our connection 

to our food through the vulnerable supply chains of two 

major supermarkets, more farmers wonder if they will 

still have contracts with multinational companies, 

large countries continue to look for arable land, we 

continue burn low-quality coal for low efficiency power 

through aging poles and wires and we wonder what 

"weather variability" will bring our towns and shires in 

the next twelve months. 

It's solving these challenges, working with people here 

and around the world who seek to solve them, that 

make the rough and tumble, the petty games and 

scrutiny of politics worthwhile. It's these questions, this 

hope for the future, that continues to draw hopeful 

young people, men and women from all walks of life to 

take part in Local Government: to take part, working 

day and night, holiday or high water for local 

communities - the world over. 

Sebastian Klein 
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