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‘Deck the halls.......’ 

 
Merry Christmas Trentham and a Happy New Year. We used to wish people a prosperous New Year and 
that is what we should be looking forward to with all the positive activity going on around town. Our 
community ‘Christmas Present’ this year is the 115* pledges made by people from Trentham and surrounding 
districts to support the establishment of a Community Bank® shopfront here in Trentham. These pledges, for 
just over $319,000*, have come from Blackwood, East Trentham, Kyneton, Little Hampton, Newbury, 
Springhill, Tylden and Trentham people. This is a magnificent commitment to, and belief in, the future of our 
community – thanks to everyone who has already made a pledge. (*as of 20 November)What happens next will be 
a feasibility study to demonstrate the viability of the project which, if positive (as we are sure it will be), will 
lead to a Prospectus being issued to everyone who has made a pledge asking them to take out their shareholding 
in our bank (note that you won’t have to pay for your shares until April-May next year). The benefits of a 
community bank in our town include full banking services; retaining capital within the community; 
employment opportunities; and, when profitable, dividends for shareholders and contributions to support 
community projects. Previous Newsletters have described the projects supported in other towns by their 
community banks up to many tens of thousands of dollars every year. While Trentham’s base target was 100 
pledges and $300,000, we want people to keep pledging right up to when the Prospectus is issued. The more 
pledges and business banking that we can tally up will help ensure a flying start and reaching profitability 
sooner, so the bank can start paying social dividends to support community projects. This is your opportunity to 
invest in the future of your community and give yourself, your kids or grandchildren and your community a 
lasting Christmas Present.   
Wishing everyone a safe, merry and blessed Christmas. 
Ian MacBean 
 

THE DIE IS CAST IN 
TRENTHAM HIGH STREET 

The Trentham High Street is to have 
one of its fixtures re-invigorated and 
a new business added.  
Stalwart of the High Street, the 
Trentham Newsagency and Tatts 
outlet has new owners and they have 
big plans for the little shop. Colin (a 
former Air-force Flight Engineer 

with 21 years service) and Wendy 
White (A degree qualified 
accountant about to complete her 
MBA) who moved to East Trentham 
from Darwin last year and fell 
hopelessly in love with the area, 
have bought the Newsagency from 
popular local identity Ellen Kemp 
and they aim to attract more people 
to Trentham by adding a second 

business under the same roof. 
Speaking on their plans Wendy said 
“in the time Ellen has owned the 
Newsagency it has come on in leaps 
and bounds, we intend to keep up the 
momentum” following on from 
Ellen’s lead they intend to continue 
to expand the range of magazines 
and cards as well as adding items of 
stationery that will save local 
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business owners from needing a long 
trip to grab just a few little items. 
The ageing photocopier will be 
replaced by a state of the art Xerox 
colour copier/printer allowing local 
business’ and groups access to high 
speed high quality copying and 
printing close to home. They are also 
an agent for Kyneton Dry cleaning 
who service Trentham twice a week. 

 
Speaking of the second business 
Colin added “There is a growing 
group of people in Australia who 
collect High quality Scale diecast 
models of Cars, Motorcycles and 
Aeroplanes.” A far cry from a 
Matchbox car these miniature works 
of art are fully detailed and can cost 
from twenty to thousands of dollars 
“I am sure there are collectors in our 
area who will love having access to a 
shop run by an enthusiast, as well 
Trentham is a frequent stopping off 
point for  various car and motorcycle 
clubs , I know these drivers and 
riders will love to be able to 
purchase a quality replica of their 
ride” a website to attract buyers from 
farther a field to come and visit 
Trentham is also planned and the 
shop has already begun to attract a 
following on social networking sites 
Twitter and Facebook. 
Cool Country Diecast cars joins the 
Trentham Newsagency and Tatts 
outlet in Trentham High street on the 
30th of November. With new trading 
hours, open 7 days a week; from 
7am -5pm Mon-Fri, 7am-1pm Sat & 
Sun.  

NEW TOURISM HEPBURN 
BOARD 

TRATA has nominated Rod Hughes 
of the Cosmopolitan as Trentham’s 
representative on this new board, 
with Jean Berglez from the Wooden 
Duck (former Fir Tree) as Rod’s 
alternate. Thanks to Rod and Jean 
for taking up this role on behalf of 
tourism in our district – an important 
industry in our local economy. 
 

WEED FREE TRENTHAM 
The working bee on Sat 21st Nov 
addressed a heavy infestation of 
broom in good native vegetation on a 
wide verge on Racecourse Road. The 
broom had been brush cut two years 
earlier and though still low had put 
on a lot of growth and had flowered 
vigorously. With the broom fast 
developing seed pods it was 
something of a dilemma as to 
whether to focus on removing seed 
heads or to try and thoroughly free a 
small area of the weed. We hedged 
our bets and did a bit of both. In 
some places regenerating native 
plants were able to have weeds 
cleared from around them, enabling 
them a better chance of establishing.  
In the process many native plants 
were identified and noted, including 
Creeping Bossiaea.  Other native 
plants flowering nearby were 
Stylidium graminifolium (Trigger-
plant), Dillwynia sericea (Showy 
Parrot-pea) and Stackhousia viminea 
(Yellow Stackhousia). 
This area will need further attention 
in the future, but the landholder said 
the assistance has helped him to gain 
a foothold on the dealing with the 
weeds and has inspired him to give 
more attention to the area. 
The next working bee will be on 
th19th of December (the afternoon 
of the Farmer's Market).  For further 
information contact: 
Jan on 5424 1100 or Brad on 5424 
1126 or email: bkw@dodo.com.au 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPUDFEST 21-23 MAY 2010 
Planning is well under way for next 
year’s Spudfest. Grants have been 
received from Hepburn Shire & the 
Regional Tourism Assoc. totalling 
$2,500, with another application to 
Regional Development Vic in 
progress. 
It is intended to have some of the 
attractions more centrally located 
around the Town Square & a wider 
range of merchandise available. 
The opening night will once again be 
a cocktail party with the launch of 
the next recipe book. Sat night 
dinner extravaganza will once again 
be at the Mechanics Hall. The bus 
tour is planned to incorporate the 
location of the machinery & of 
course spuds will be for sale in the 
Town Square & at the Sunday 
market. Any groups or individuals 
wanting to be involved in next year’s 
Spudfest please contact Bob White 
5424 1058 
 

COUNCILLOR’S CORNER 

 
Well it’s now been over a year since 
I began at this job and I’m happy to 
say that we are rounding the year up 
with a big announcement – the 
allocation of $165 000 to the 
Trentham Football and Netball 
Reserve to refurbish the visitors and 
umpires change rooms. This money 
represents Hepburn Shire’s full 
funding from round two of the 
federal government’s Regional Local 
Community Infrastructure Program 
(part of the stimulus package 
response to the financial crisis). This 
is great news for a committee who 
has been working long and hard to 
improve their lot and is a credit to 
the committee, special mention 
going to Georgie Patterson and 
Vinnie Cowell. Good news also with 
community grants for a number of 
community groups. 
This news rounds up a positive 2009 
for Trentham in many regards, with 
attention and more importantly 
responses from council on a number 
of issues including toilets, footpaths 
and maintenance of community 
facilities. More broadly of course the 

Weather Report Dr. J. Hollis 
TRENTHAM IN OCTOBER 
Rainfall 59mm   Av 102.3 
Mean max temp. 14ºC   Av 14.4  
MOSTLY COOL, RATHER DRY. 
Mean temp. was 0.2º  below average. 
There was a cold spell with sleet and 
hail showers 6-8th. A frost on 24th burnt 
camellias. It became very warm and 
thundery at the close, with 26.5º on 
31st. This was the 6th dry Oct. in a row, 
with 58% of average rainfall. Little 
rain fell after 17th; the best 24hr fall 
being 23.4mm 13-14th. High level dust 
obscured the sun on 1st. Strong, squally 
SSE winds 25-26th felled large 
branches, creating road hazards.  



re-opening of the Cosmo, the 
completion of the Business Support 
Project and Community Plan, a very 
successful Art Show and SpudFest, 
an auspicious launch to the 
Trentham Farmers’ market, the 
building of the new Trentham 
Primary School, and the 
commencement of work on the new 
Hepburn Health Service Facilities. 
All in all I feel it’s a great time to be 
involved with a great community 
and look forward to the year ahead. 
Also worth noting is the delivery of 
The Advocate to residences in 
Trentham, representing perhaps 
wider recognition that Trentham is a 
part of this shire and region and 
deserves to know what’s going on, 
especially when it comes to news 
and announcements that we have to 
date missed out on. 
In looking to the year ahead, I would 
like to invite the community to 
approach me with any issues they 
would like to work on in the coming 
year; the sooner we can get started 
with getting ideas and strategies in 
line the better. In particular I am 
looking forward to Pedestrian and 
disabled access and improving and 
locating library and netball facilities. 
Also developing plans around big 
issues like sustainability and fire 
prevention. 
Best wishes, safety and blessings for 
the festive season… 
Cr Sebastian Klein 0428331173 
sklein@hepburn.vic.gov.au 

GOOD NEWS FROM 
HEPBURN COUNCIL 

The November meeting of Council 
saw several community grants 
(totalling > $6,000) awarded to local 
groups, including the 
Neighbourhood Centre(for 
Childhood Then and Now); TRATA 
(for Spudfest and the Bootscoot); 
Landcare & TNC (for Weed Free 
Trentham); and the Kindergarten (a 
new fridge). The Kindergarten also 
received a Community Sustainability 
Grant ($1,898) for the installation of 
a tank for their vegetable garden. 
Congratulations to the people 
responsible for making these 
applications and many thanks to 
Hepburn Shire. The ‘big ticket’ item 
was Council’s decision to allocate all 
of its second round funding 
($165,000) from the Regional & 

Local Community Infrastructure 
Program to the refurbishment of the 
change rooms at the Trentham 
Recreation Reserve. Again, ‘well-
done’ to the people who championed 
this cause and thanks especially to 
Cr Klein for his advocacy. 
TRENTHAM SPORTSGROUND 
RESERVE – FUNDRAISER SPC 

FRUIT: 
We have a limited amount of product 
left over from this fundraiser.  
Please ring Georgie if you would 
like to purchase any of these 
products 54241686. 
SPC 825g X 12 per carton   
Peaches $24-00 Pears $22-00  
Fruit Salad $22-00 
Ardmona 400g X 12 per carton 
Whole peeled Tomatoes or chopped 
tomatoes with garlic and basil $12 
Ardmona 150g X 12 per carton 
Tomato Paste $11-50 
Goulbourn Valley 140g X 12 per 
carton, diced pears or apple puree 
$11-50  Please support your local 
sporting club. 
 

UNITING CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
What does God look like? 

Recently my car died with little 
warning on the stretch of road 
between Blackwood and Greendale.  
It was a beautiful morning and whilst 
waiting for road side assistance I had 
space to enjoy the tiny wild flowers, 
the light in the trees and I had some 
time to read, pray and ponder.  It was 
also great to be offered help by at 
least 5 different people who stopped 
to ask if I was ok.   
This unexpected, gracious morning 
was topped off by good conversation 
in the tow truck home.  (The car 
really had conked).  The tow truck 
driver and I talked about all kinds of 
things; lives, travel, work and then 
he asked me a little more about my 
work.  In particular, how I responded 
to people's age old question about 
'why there is suffering in the world if 
there is a God...?' 
I responded by sharing a recent, 
dawning realisation:  Most people's 
image of God is actually Santa.  
They have an image of God as some 
big, old guy in the sky, with a beard, 
who will reward you if you are good, 
and punish you if you are bad: ‘So 

you better watch out..' as the song 
goes!   
So, when terrible things happen 
people often assume that they 
somehow have deserved it.  Or 
alternatively people rightly reject 
such notions, but in the process 
reject the possibility of God at all 
This understanding that God is like 
Santa, is far from the Divine I 
experience. This is also light years 
from the God that Jesus reveals.  
Jesus says the great Parent God loves 
all and cares for all regardless of 
what they have done. 
No offence meant against Santa, but 
as Christmas looms around the 
corner and the man in the big red suit 
starts to pop up all over the place, I 
wonder what your image of God is? 
When you think of God; the God 
you believe in or the God you reject, 
what is this God like?  Is there a hint 
of the red suit?  Or is your image of 
God informed by other things; 
nature, other people, your own 
experiences of the Divine?  Maybe 
your image of God is also influenced 
by Jesus- the one that Christians 
believe is actually ‘God come among 
us’.  
Indeed, this is what the celebration 
of Christmas was all about in the 
first place: God coming to us in 
Jesus in extravagant, humble 
generosity.  It is a little ironic that 
for so many people now, Christmas 
is about a guy in a red suit who 
rewards and withholds love 
depending on our behaviour! 
Perhaps over this Christmas season 
our image of God is something 
worthy of a little further 
reflection…. 
Blessings on each one of you as you 
journey towards Christmas; may it 
be a time of joy, generosity, 
refreshment and new insight. 
Rev. Sally Douglas 
Highlands Cluster Uniting Church 
Little Hampton Uniting Church 
Carol service is on Friday 18th at 
7:00pm. 
Blackwood Uniting Church Carol 
service is on Saturday 19th   on the 
front lawn of the church.  The 
barbecue begins at 5:00pm.  
Trentham Uniting Church is hosting 
its annual Carol Service on Sunday 
20th December at 7:00pm. All are 
warmly invited to the carols. 



27th December,2009 Normal Sunday 
Service, commencing  9.30 a.m. 
CHRISTMAS EVE - 7.30 P.M. at 
Daylesford Uniting Church - time of 
meditation. 
On Christmas Day we will celebrate 
together at Trentham Uniting Church 
at 9:00am.  Whether you go to 
church often or haven’t been in a 
long time, you are very welcome. 
Please see our webpage for more 
information about weekly worship, 
meditation times and other events: 
www.highlandsclusteruca.org.au 

ANGLICAN CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

St. George’s Trentham –  
Christmas Day 9am 
All Saint’s Blackwood –  
Christmas Day 8am 
St. Mary’s Woodend – 
Christmas Eve, 7pm Children’s 
service, 11pm Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day – 10.30am 
TRATA Committee for 2010 
The new Committee (listed 
elsewhere in the Newsletter) has one 
new face in Steve Manifold, from 
Trentham Antiques in High St. 
David Wilson did not renominate 
and I thank him for his great 
contribution as Secretary over the 
past year, to the Business Support 
Project and various other activities. 
It is very encouraging that nearly all 
members wanted to re-nominate and 
we look forward to another 
successful year. 
Ian MacBean, President  
 

 
TRENTHAM LIONS CLUB 

NEWS 
Monthly Dance Program. 

Old Time Dancing is held on 2nd 
Friday each month in the Trentham 
Mechanics Hall.  Dances start at 
7.30pm.  Admission is $8 per 
person, including supper and a door 
prize draw.  Each alternate dance is 
held in aid of the Trentham 
Historical Society. Enquiries: 
Elizabeth 5424 1254. Dates for the 
next few 2009 dances are: 
• Dec 11th (Charity Dance) 
• Jan  8th 

Farmer’s Market 

T      Third Saturday of each month (next 
one is Dec 19th) @ Trentham Town 
Square 9am – 1pm. STUFF YOUR 
PANTRY with fresh eggs, cheese, 
fruit & vegetables, dips, preserves, 
wine, sourdough & yummy sweet 
treats. Info Tracey 5424 1185 / 
0447836171 

Carols in the Park. 
Friday 4th December. FREE. 
Promising another great evening of 
wonderful entertainment on the 
lawns of the Quarry Street Reserve.  
Lions BBQ from 6.30pm.  
Entertainment from 7.30pm. Bring 
your family, a rug, relax and sing 
along with the Xmas spirit.  
 Info: Bette 5424 1127. 
Senior Citizens Dinner. 
Friday 11th December. FREE. All 
elderly citizens welcome to Xmas 
lunch at Trentham Golf Club. 
Delicious meal prepared by our 
C.W.A. members and friends.  It is a 
great fun afternoon with father Xmas 
cheering you on! 
Jumble Sale apology; Due to the 
forecast of inclement weather the 
Jumble Sale was postponed. 

2010 
Monthly Dance Program. 

Old Time Dancing is held on 2nd 
Friday each month in the Trentham 
Mechanics Hall.  Dances start at 
7.30pm.  Admission is $8 per 
person, including supper and a door 
prize draw.  Each alternate dance is 
held in aid of the Trentham 
Historical Society. Enquiries: 
Elizabeth 5424 1254. Dates for the 
next few 2010 dances are: 

• Jan 8th 
• Feb 12th 

Farmer’s Market Sat 16th Jan 
T      Third Saturday of each month @ 

Trentham Town Square 9am – 1pm. 
STUFF YOUR PANTRY with fresh 
eggs, cheese, fruit & vegetables, 
dips, preserves, wine, sourdough & 
yummy sweet treats. Info Tracey 
5424 1185 / 0447836171 

Australia Day Flag Raising 
Ceremony 

Monday 26th Jan @ the Town 
Square. About 11-11.30am (time to 
be confirmed). All welcome. Baked 
Potatoes. Free Sausage Sizzle. 
Organised by the Australia Day 
Committee & the Trentham Lions 
Club. Info: Ian 5424 1727 
 

VALE JOHN BONE. 
It is with some sadness that we 
announce the passing of one of our 
long term Lions members, John 
Bone.   John passed away on 
Thursday November 5th after a short 
illness.   Although John had been 
suffering deteriorating health for 
some time, he had been still living at 
his home in High Street Trentham 
until 1 week before his passing.   
John joined Trentham Lions in 1989 
and had established himself as one of 
our active members, always ready to 
help with Lions activities.  Some of 
the older Trentham residents will 
remember receiving their birthday 
cake from John, as he delivered 
birthday cakes to the elderly for a 
number of years.   He is probably 
best  remembered by his fellow 
Lions as the force behind the 
building of the Lions shed in Park 
Street.  We will miss John; his is a 
difficult act to follow. 
John Marion. 
      

GETTING  ON  WITH  THE  
BUSINESS 

The Business Support Project 
Interim Report was presented to the 
participating business operators and 
volunteer interviewers at a function 
held at the Trentham Mechanics 
Institute Hall on 11 November. The 
evening's program included an 
overview of the key findings 
resulting from the survey of 
businesses conducted earlier this 
year and group discussions which 
addressed three of the objectives 
considered to require detailed 
analysis and the formulation of 
action plans over coming months.. 
The objectives discussed included 
Community and Commercial 
Development, Marketing and 
Workforce Development. 
Each group presented a brief 
summary of its findings which will 
be incorporated in the final BSP 
report. John Collins, Economic & 
Tourism Development Manager with 
the Hepburn Shire Council and 
Suzanne Gatz, Economic 
Development Manager with 
Regional Development Victoria's 
Ballarat branch addressed the 
gathering, outlining their roles and 
the resources available to assist local 
businesses. 



The function concluded with a 
locally catered hearty supper and 
refreshments.  
The BSP leadership team much 
appreciates the participation of all 
those involved in the project to date 
and looks forward to many positive 
outcomes for businesses and the 
Trentham district community 
generally. 
David Wilson, BSP Coordinator 
 
 

 
  

CFA REPORT 
At the time of writing this report, the 
brigade has had only one call out in 
the past month, to a grass fire at 
Newbury. 
It has been encouraging to see so 
many residents and landholders 
clearing their properties of potential 
fire hazards. Even if weather 
conditions pose an extreme potential 
for an outbreak, if there is no fuel, a 
fire is much less likely to take hold 
and threaten life or property. Long 
dry grass, loose, flaking tree bark, 
accumulated rubbish like old 
cardboard boxes, wooden crates, 
fallen tree branches, dead or dying 
creepers and blackberries clinging to 
a house fence, can give a wind-borne 
ember a place to settle and start a 
blaze, even if a bushfire is 
kilometers away.  Removal of 
potential fuel sources is one of the 
key actions that can be taken to 
reduce the risk of a fire taking hold. 
Fire restrictions began on the 30th 
Nov. Since this is our final report for 
2009, the brigade would like to take 
the opportunity to thank every one 
who has supported us financially and 
“in spirit” this year. We have 
received quite a number of 
spontaneous donations throughout 
the quiet season, as well as donations 
to our work at the time of the 
fundraising letter and some major 
contributions through social events 
organized by some friends 
throughout the year. 
We hope that every one has a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
John McLaren 
Secretary 

 
 

JUST FOR LAUGHS ! 
Thanks for the memories  

– Bob Hope 
ON GIVING UP HIS EARLY 
CAREER, BOXING 'I ruined my 
hands in the ring.. The referee kept 
stepping on them.' 
ON NEVER WINNING AN 
OSCAR 'Welcome to the Academy 
Awards or, as it's called at my home, 
'Passover'.' 
ON GOLF 'Golf is my profession. 
Show business is just to pay the 
green fees.' 
ON PRESIDENTS ' I have 
performed for 12 presidents and 
entertained only six.' 
ON WHY HE CHOSE SHOWBIZ 
FOR HIS CAREER ' When I was 
born, the doctor said to my mother, 
'Congratulations You have an eight-
pound ham’ 
ON HIS FAMILY'S EARLY 
POVERTY 'Four of us slept in the 
one bed When it got cold, mother 
threw on another brother.' 
ON HIS SIX BROTHERS 'That's 
how I learned to dance - Waiting for 
the bathroom.' 
ON HIS EARLY FAILURES 'I 
would not have had anything to eat if 
it wasn't for the stuff the audience 
threw at me.' 
ON GOING TO HEAVEN 'I've done 
benefits for ALL religions. I'd hate 
to blow the hereafter on a 
technicality.' 

 
Another well attended market was 
held on Sat 21st Nov. The 
Neighbourhood Centre raised around 
$600 from the sausage sizzle & 
donation bags. The next market is 
the 19th Dec perfect timing for those 
last minute Christmas gifts, so come 
& STUFF YOUR STOCKING! 
Wines, Puds, Worm Farms, Soaps, 
Chai, Preserves, Flowers & 
Christmas wreaths are some of the 
goodies on offer. There will be a 
bumper hamper for the raffle & 
Santa will be visiting. Come & sing 
along with the Cool Harmony Choir 
& Brass Band members 
For Info: Contact Tracey 
54241185/0447836171 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      SPORTS  DAYS 
The earliest regular sports days that 
we know of were the Boxing day 
sports at the Trentham Falls Reserve, 
held from before 1900 to at least 
1946. These were run by a 
committee from the Trentham 
Catholic Parish, and funds raised 
were the major source of income to 
support the Trentham and East 
Trentham Catholic churches and 
schools. 
People came by train…. and by car 
from all over the State……….. 
The licencees of local hotels 
competed for the privilege of 
running the drinks booth, which was 
enthusiastically patronised 
throughout the day. 
The sports programme always 
included running, wood chopping 
events, and novelty competitions of 
some kind. The latter might include 
egg-and-spoon races, three legged 
races, sack races, sheaf tossing (or 
tossing a gumboot), catching a 
greasy pig, the ladies’ nail driving 
competition, or football kicking. 
…….. Traditionally, the Old 
Buffers’ Race (for men over 50) was 
the last event of the programme. In 
the evening, after the sports, a 
concert was usually held in the 
Mechanics Institute. 
Page 32 
Trentham’s Sporting History 
Pub.  Trentham& District Historical 
Society Inc. 

Contact: Secretary 
Trentham & District Historical 

Society : Susie Spence :  5424 1272 
 

LILAC MOON TAI CHI 
SCHOOL 

On Sunday 18th October 26 students, 
family members and friends of Lilac 
Moon Tai Chi travelled to Doncaster 
to take part in a Multicultural 
Festival. We enjoyed a wonderful 
evening of music, traditional 
Chinese opera, dancing and Tai Chi, 
considered to be China’s national 
treasure. During the programme we 
demonstrated 5 tai Chi forms and 



received a most gratifying response 
from the audience and much praise 
from the Chinese members of the 
Cultural association. We hve been 
invited to demonstrate for the 
Chinese Association of Victoria and 
have been told that our Tai Chi was 
of a very high standard. 
School members enjoyed the 
excursion and the ability to 
demonstrate publicly the skills they 
have worked so hard to achieve. 
ON Sunday 25th October the 
Multicultural Association 
reciprocated with a visit to Trentham 
for Tai Chi and Chinese Tea 
Ceremony, bring with them a 
wonderful programme of music, 
dancers and singers. Lilac Moon Tai 
Chi demonstration team again 
performed admirably and there many 
complimentary remarks made by the 
audience. A good time was had by 
all despite the adverse weather 
conditions. 

 
CURWOOD’S FAREWELL 

Twenty six years ago we left 
Sunbury to buy and operate a 
country business in the little known 
country town called Trentham. The 
shop was known as the “Dairy Milk 
Bar” in Market Street. 
We were the V Line depot for 
passengers and freight; all the milk 
bar products; groceries; pick-up 
point for prescriptions; hot and cold 
takeaway food and condoms. The 
latter could be the reason for 
declining primary school students!!!     
Sorry! 
We loved the pace of the people and 
the town with its working class 
residents so much we bought our 5 
acres and built our home on the new 
property we named Harriswood.    
Harriswood was derived by 
combining Sheila’s mother’s maiden 
surname with part of ours - Harris - 
Wood. We were over the moon for 
being accepted as part of our 
beautiful community. 
When we sold the Dairy we 
approached the local butcher shop 
with an offer to buy it (butchering is 
Chas’s trade) but was told we 
wouldn’t have enough money so we 
bought Macedon Meats which we 
ran till we retired after thirteen years. 
In our retirement we joined the 
Cemetery Trust and the Bowling 

Club and formed some beautiful 
friendships and mates. Sheila and 
myself believed the cemetery was a 
disgrace and with the trust called on 
the town for a massive working bee 
on a long weekend in March 2000.    
When Chas turned up he thought 
“where is everybody” as the only 
two people there were Kit and John 
Manning. Within an hour there were 
65 people with all types of 
implements and machinery, for 2 
days. This was a result nobody could 
have dreamed of with the tip chock a 
block!! Dicko had to unblock it! 
We are now moving into a Ballarat 
Retirement Village but will be 
coming “HOME” permanently to 
our beautiful cemetery. 
We will always treasure Trentham 
and its people. 
Chas and Sheila Curwood. 
 
2010 ART & CRAFT SHOW 
Next year’s show will be from April 
1st to 5th at the Mechanic’s Institute. 
The official opening & awards 
presentation will be on the night of 
Thursday 1st April. There are 
additional categories next year to 
recognise the diversity of craft 
including ceramics & textiles. If you 
are interested in being involved 
please contact David McCallum 
5424 1714 or Brian Frost 5424 1850. 

COMMUNITY BANK 
If you want further information or 
pledge forms please contact Sue 
Bruton (x 836), Ian MacBean (x 
727), Georgie Patterson (x 686), 
Corina Sabo (x 577), Ian Williams (x 
199) or Annemarie Borsboom (x 
280). 

COSMO NEWS 
The Cosmopolitan Hotel re-opened 
on 31 October as an outdoor garden 
bar and restaurant. 
A great day of celebration was had 
by over 350 people who enjoyed the 
great atmosphere, food, drinks and 
live music. 
The inaugural Woodend to Trentham 
vintage cycle rally finished at the 
Cosmo and around 80 participants 
quenched their thirst and joined in 
the celebrations.  Many thanks to 
Woodend Cycles for organising the 
rally. 
The Cosmo gardens, bar and 
restaurant is now open from 11am 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday (and 
for functions at other times by 
appointment). 
Discussions with Hepburn Shire are 
continuing and a development 
application for the rebuild of the 
hotel is expected to be lodged by 
early December. 
We would like to thank everyone for 
their great support since re-opening! 
Rod Hughes  0410 552 614 
 

TRENTHAM VISITOR 
INFORMATION CENTRE - 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED 

WE STILL NEED MORE 
VOLUNTEERS! 3 hours a MONTH is 
not really onerous and you will meet 
new people and make new friends, it 
helps our visitors and helps our town. 
Please contact Lori (Ph 54241453) if 
you are able to assist. It can only stay 
open with volunteers!!! Please help us 
keep OUR centre open. 

 
ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER 
The Trentham Community Newsletter is 
published the first week of every month 
except January. Guidelines for its 
Editorial Policy include: 
To inform the community of news and 
coming events that will contribute to 
building community well-being. 
To promote a positive image of 
Trentham and its community. 
To contribute to the historical record. 
To provide a medium for advertising 
services and trades offered to the 
community. 
Submissions considered 
counterproductive  to this policy may 
not be published. Deadline date for all 
submissions is strictly the 20th of the 
previous month. Word limit for 
contributed articles is 200 words. We 
wish to acknowledge Catherine King 
MHR and her staff for donating the time 
and resources to print our newsletter. It 
is delivered to town residents and is 
available for collection from the 
Trentham Newsagency, Trentham 
Supermarket, the Neighbourhood 
Centre, Trentham Fish & Chips and 
Takaway, Petrol & Stuff  and the Visitor 
Info. Centre. If you would like to receive 
this newsletter via email, please send a 
message to <trata_newsletter-
subscribe@trentham.org.au> or visit the 
TRATA website and go to the ‘News’ 
section. Current and back issues are 
available on the website. 
* The next issue will be February and 
the closing date for submissions is 20th 
December and they can be sent 
preferably by email to the editor, 



ianlyn@internode.on.net or to 108 
Mulcahy’s Road Trentham 3458 
TRATA Committee: President: Ian 
MacBean, Sue Bruton, Gwenda 
Dickens,  Kaye Matheson, Georgie 
Patterson, Andy Robertson, Lori 
Victorsen, Bob White, Ian Williams, 
Steve Manifold. TRATA Mail address, 
PO Box 166, Trentham 3458 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tudor Roses Timeless Threads 

Fabric, Threads, Haberdashery, 
 Quilting, mail order,eBay store 

 & speciality dyed fabrics 
Studio:  41 Park Street, Trentham 3458 

Open Friday & Saturday 11.00am to 4.00pm 
And anytime by appointment, please call 

Tamara on 54241475   Mobile 0429 339600 
Email: tudor.roses@yahoo.com.au 

 
 
. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
37 Vincent Street 
Daylesford  3460 
Ph: 5348 2094 

 
Servicing the Trentham district 

for 15 years 
 

Free delivery every Thursday to 
Trentham and Blackwood  
Highest quality guaranteed 

 
 

 

age-defying skincare 
GET THE LOOK 

 
Aloe Vera Based Skin Care Australian Owned 
Certified Organic Collection Australian Made 

 
Receive a complimentary facial and 

Non-Surgical Face Lift experience when 
you mention this advertisement 

 

Individual and 
Group Consultations Available 

 
Pauline Nolan 0418 974 803 
41 Victoria Street, Trentham 5424 1573 

 

http://gracefulescape.promastore.com.au 

 
 

BUY LOCAL BUY 
QUALITY 

 
All types of carpentry and joinery 
including: furniture made from 

recycled timber; design; 
renovation and restoration. 

Competitive prices. Ring Devan 
for a free quote and references 

from locals. 
 

 TISDALE CABINETS 
5424 1795 

0429 722487 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Custom Picture 
Framing 

 
Fast Turnaround 

 
Factory Direct 

 
7 Station Street Trentham 

(Opposite  
Arch WP) 

5424 1157 
 

AUTO DETAILING 
Bookings required 

Leonie Dickerson 
Quality detailing 

1 Albert St. TRENTHAM 
Mob: 0427744326 

 

                                                     

TRENTHAM PLUMBING
                                              

New Homes & Maintenance 
Septic Tanks & Sewerage 

Roofing & Gasfitting 
Rain Tank Installation 

Call Barry Hourigan for a Quote 
or to ask about a new 
Heat-Pump SolarHot Water 
Service 
2175 Trentham Falls Rd, Trentham 

Mob. 0428 507 872 or  
Ph. 5424 1603 

www.trenthamplumbing.com.au 

JIM DICKERSON 
HAULAGE 

 
HAY CARTAGE 
TIMBER CARTAGE 
SCRAP METAL 
COLLECTIONS 

 
(0428) 590414 

5424 1349 

TRENTHAM PETROL 
& STUFF 
Tel: 5424 1611 

Corner Victoria & Market Sts. 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 
OPEN 8am- 6pm Mon – Sat 
            9am – 6pm Sunday 

- Eftpos facilities available 
- Petrol, oil, lubricants etc. 
- Bulk kero 
- Mower blades, chainsaw 

chains etc. 
- Soft drinks & milk 
- Firewood permits 
- Rustic garden ornaments & 

artist supplies 
- Range of sunglasses 
- Plants 
- Live bait 
- Bags of redgum & kindling  
- Stock food 



Trentham Market 
Vendors and Visitors 

Wanted 

Every 4th Sunday of the month at the 
old Railway Station - next market 
Sunday 27th December.  Please 
support your local market  

Operated by the Trentham Residents 
& Traders Association Inc. 

A Trentham Community initiative 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

Raoul Kent 
REMEDIAL MASSAGE 

 
3 MARKET STREET, 
(BEHIND HOUSE), 

TRENTHAM, VIC. 3458 
 

PH:  0418 393 493 

Seamstress 
Available for alterations 

and repairs, reasonable 

rates, phone for quotes  

Sheryl Lamb  
54241592 



Trentham Coming Events.   DECEMBER 2009 
TUES 
(ALL) 

Except 
School 
Hols 

10-
11.30am 

Trentham Playgroup @ Mechanics Hall.  Cost $3 p/family. Bring a piece of fruit 
to share for morning tea. Enq: Jill 5424 1591. 

FRI 4TH 6.30pm 
 

Carols in the Park. FREE. Hot food from 6.30pm Entertainment from 7.30pm. 
Wonderful music & children’s songs, on the lawns of our beautiful Quarry Street 
Reserve. Come, relax and sing along with our Xmas celebrations. Info: Bette 
5424 1127. 

SAT 5TH 9am-1pm Community Mini Market @ Uniting Church Hall. A small community market with 
craft and home baking. Info: 5424 1354.  
1st Saturday of each month. 

MON 7TH 7.30 pm Trentham Sustainability Group meets 1st Monday each month @ Railway 
Station. A forum for information, raising community awareness and current 
initiatives on sustainable living.  All welcome.  Info: Glenda 5424 1727. 

TUE 8TH 7.30pm Neighbourhood Watch Meeting. All welcome. Enq: John 54241386. 
FRI 11TH 12 NOON Elderley Citizens Xmas Dinner @ Trentham Golf Club. Get into the spirit of Xmas.  

Enq: Lori 5424 1453. 
FRI 11TH 7.30 pm Old Time Dance @ Mechanics Hall. $8 pp including supper & door prize. Spot 

prizes.  Enq: Elizabeth 5424 1254. 
SAT 19TH 9am-1pm Trentham Farmers Market @ Trentham Town Square.   Local produce, 

entertainment, sausage sizzle, fresh market supplies.  Every 3rd SATURDAY of 
month. Info: Tracey 54241185/041952858. 

SAT 19TH 9am-1pm Maker’s Market @ The Cosmopolitan Gardens, selling hand crafted items made 
in and around Trentham. Stalls available. 3rd Saturday of each month. Info: Ruth 
5424 1470 or Simone 5424 1603. 

MON 21ST 9 am FREE BUS TO WENDOUREE. 3rd MON of each Month.  Community Link 
Program. Departs Trentham 9am. Bookings are essential. Enq: Judith 5368 
6697. 

SUN 27TH 9am-3pm Trentham TRATA Market @ Historical Railway Grounds, Victoria St., Enq: 
Gwenda 5424 8223. 

JANUARY 2010 
DAY DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

SAT 2nd 9am – 1pm Community Mini Market Enq:  5424 1354. 
For Neighbourhood Centre. 

FRI 8th 7.30pm Old Time Dance @ Mechanics Hall, $8 pp incl supper.  Door and spot prizes 
etc.  Enq: Elizabeth 5424 1254. 

MON 11TH 7.30 pm T.R.A.T.A. – Trentham Residents & Traders Association, Meeting @ 
Historical Railway Mtg room. Enq: Glenda 5424 1727. 

TUE 12th 7.30pm Neighbourhood Watch Mtg @ Neighbourhood Centre, all welcome. Enq: 
John 5424 1368. 

SAT 16TH 9am-1pm Maker’s Market @ The Cosmopolitan Gardens selling hand crafted items 
made in and around Trentham. Stalls available. 3rd Saturday of each month. 
Enq: Ruth 5424 1470 or Simone 5424 1603. 

SAT 16th 9am – 1pm Trentham Farmers Market @ Town Square, 3rd Sat of every month. Selection 
of wine, eggs, cheese, fruit & veg, dips & preserves, oil, honey sourdough and 
sweets. STUFF YOUR PANTRY!!  A Trentham Lions Club project.  Enq: Tracey 
5424 1185 or 0447 836 171. 

MON 18th 9 am FREE BUS TO WENDOUREE. 3rd MON of each Month.  Community Link 
Program. Departs Trentham 9am. Bookings are essential.  Enq: Judith 5368 
6697. 

MON 18TH 2 pm Trentham Historical Society, Committee Meeting @ Old Police Station, Camp 
Street.  Enq: Susie 5424 1272. 

FRI  TO 
  SUN 

22ND 
24TH  

 Trentham Irish Set Dancing Weekend.  Classes and Sessions as well as the 
Ceilic on Sat night.  Enq:  Ina 5424 8295. 

SAT 23RD 8PM Irish Set Dance Ceili – Mechanics Hall. Music by Paddy Fitz & Friends.  All 
welcome. All dances Called. $10 pp supper included.  Enq: Ina 5424 8295. 

MON 25TH 2 pm Trentham Historical Society, Working Bee @ Old Police Station, Camp Street.  
Enq: Susie 5424 1272. 

TUE 26TH 11.30 am AUSTRALIA DAY Flag Raising @ Town Square. All welcome.  FREE. Sausage 
Sizzle & Baked potatoes. Australia Day Committee & Trentham Lions Club. 
Enq: Ian 5424 1727. 

EACH  
TUESDAY 

Except 
School 
hols 

9-11.30am Trentham Playgroup @ Mechanics Hall.  Cost $3 p/family. Bring a piece of 
fruit to share for morning tea. Enq: Jill 5424 1591. 

 
NOTE: To add or change information in this events column please contact-Velette 5424 1460 or vmarion@iprimus.com.au 



TRATA – PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
The following is an edited version of the report to the 2009 AGM. TRATA is a voluntary non-profit community organisation – see 
our statement of objectives on p1). The achievements reported below belong to the hard working members of the Committee and the 
many volunteers who assist TRATA undertake its various roles and contributions in support of the Trentham and district community. 

The highlights of the past year should be seen alongside TRATA’s ongoing work – activities that would be sorely missed 
if they were not there. The Visitor Information Centre (VIC) is a critical component in Trentham’s tourism offering and 
sincere thanks to the great band of volunteers who coordinate and keep the Centre open every weekend. Maintenance of 
the Domino Trail and Station surrounds are TRATA responsibilities and we appreciate the help of the people who attend 
to this. The monthly Newsletter is another important contribution to our community. TRATA also operates the monthly 
Market at the Station and, while this is also our main source of funding towards the upkeep of the Station and VIC, it is a 
valued element of the mix of activities that make up the Trentham calendar of events. The Bootscoot dance is another 
activity that attracts many visitors to Trentham. The Australia Day celebration, coordinated by TRATA with the Lions 
Club and Hepburn Shire, is another important event that contributes to the life of the community. 

A highlight of the year just past has been the Business Support Project under the leadership of a small steering committee 
involving prominent business people. The project, which has involved 47 businesses and many volunteer interviewers, 
aims to look at how existing businesses can be supported and, where appropriate, assisted to grow. The project’s full 
significance will emerge over coming year(s) and in the short-term it has contributed to a positive working relationship 
between the business community and TRATA. Special thanks to Hepburn Shire which has provided most of the funding 
support for the project. 

Two major features in the Trentham events calendar – the Easter Arts & Craft Show and Spudfest in May – operate under 
the TRATA umbrella. Both were great successes. The Art Show, superbly organised and, with the help of many 
volunteers, attracted 270+ entries was a great fund-raising event (raising more than $6,000) with thanks also to the 
generous sponsors who support this and so many other events around Trentham. Our second Spudfest was greatly enjoyed 
by many local people and visitors: a feature of Spudfest is the many community groups who contribute to its success. 

Following the February fires TRATA responded to concerns by convening a meeting for the community to look at how it 
could support the work of the CFA and other emergency services. One outcome of the meeting was the successful petition 
for the Blue Mount Fire Observation Tower to again be staffed on days of serious fire threat. A further community fire 
meeting, attended by 100 people, was convened by TRATA and the CFA in September after the release of the Interim 
Report of the Royal Commission and as a first call for community preparation for the fire season ahead. 

The TRATA Committee has sought to build up a more positive working relationship with Hepburn Shire during the past 
year. This has taken various forms, including: Ward Councillor Sebastian Klein’s regular attendance at monthly meetings; 
a submission to the draft Council Plan; representation and support for High St traders’ concerns; and a submission to the 
draft Council Budget, resulting in Council approving up to $20,000 for painting the Station for which we are most 
grateful. Council’s on-going support in paying insurance premiums for the Station is also gratefully acknowledged. 

TRATA also sponsors the Community Planning Initiative and the Sustainability Group both of which are doing good 
work in and for our community. The Draft Community Plan has been well-received and will be the means through which 
Trentham can pursue its priorities as it seeks to influence the future development of the town and community. The 
community garden; ‘plastic-bag free Trentham’ (string bag); and proposed carbon offsets planting projects are some of 
the activities of the Sustainability Group. 

While not strictly a TRATA project, the Community Bank® has four TRATA committee members on the local working 
group. There are strong indications that this project will succeed, which will result in Trentham having a shop-front 
providing full banking services and, when profitable, ‘social dividend’ contributions to support community projects. 

Other activities undertaken by TRATA this year include addressing the Daylesford & District Business Group on the 
future of Trentham; a searching review of office processes, leases and insurance; initiating meetings between the main 
community groups to explore how we can work together to ensure awareness, coordination and support for the various 
contributions they each make to our community; nominating a local representative to the new Tourism Hepburn Board; 
meeting with Catherine King, Member for Ballarat; donations to the CFA and the Football & Netball Club; and setting 
directions for how TRATA should pursue its two main responsibilities: our custodianship of the Station and railway 
precinct (under lease from VicTrack); and our role of advocacy and representation. 

All in all it has been a very busy and worthwhile year that has placed high demands on committee members and the many 
volunteers who support these activities. I am conscious also of the huge voluntary input to all the other community groups 
that contribute to the life of our town – every year should be the ‘year of the volunteer’. Setting priorities and resourcing 
the delivery of these priorities is the wider challenge we face as a community. The Community Plan is a major part of 
trying to describe the community we want for Trentham and setting priorities, but our hopes will only be achieved by the 
participation of the majority of our citizens.  

A very sincere thank you to my fellow committee members, to the many other volunteers and sponsors who have 
supported our activities – we should all be proud of TRATA’s contribution and achievements. Ian McBean 



24/11/2009 
Dear Resident, 
 
In light of the bushfire issues last summer and the upcoming bushfire season, Paul Ulrik in conjunction with 
concerned community members has highlighted the issues of care of vulnerable residents in our community 
during times of bushfire threat. 
Paul and his helpers would like your assistance in identifying any residents in Trentham and surrounding 
districts that may be vulnerable because of illness, disability, lack of transport or any other issues. 
We hope to increase out awareness of numbers of vulnerable residents and incorporate this information into 
our Township Protection Plan. 
Inclusion on the database is entirely voluntary, the information we are looking to collect is to assist in planning 
for the safety of any vulnerable residents, and will be kept confidential. 
The plan is to administer the scheme via Community Fire Guard, Neighbourhood Watch, or any appropriate 
organisation. If you can help please make contact by filling out the form below.  
If you know of anyone or consider yourself to be in need of extra assistance in times of bushfire threat, please 
complete the information below and send to: 
Paul Ulrik 
 PO Box 161 Trentham 3458 
OR 
James C/-  Trentham Neighbourhood Centre 
 
Yes, I would like to be included on the Vulnerable Residents Register for Trentham: 
 
Name:  ……………………………………………………………….                  
                        
Address:……………………………………………………………… 
 
Phone:………………………………………………………………… 
 
Email:………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Reason for vulnerability: (e.g. no car, wheelchair bound) 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
And whilst we are focussed on fire issues: 

 


