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To Be Sure, To Be sure, It’s Autumn! 

 
After the protracted dry period and threatening fires, the rain that bucketed down on 10 March must have been the most welcome for 
many a moon. Whatever your stance on climate change, what seems to be a new pattern of weather is making us review how our 
society might operate if the drought continues for many more years. Hopefully this rain marked the end of this year’s fire season. 
Elsewhere in the Newsletter you will find other items referring to the recent fires. TRATA was pleased to convene a community 
meeting to explore how we, as a community, can help our town be better prepared for fire in the future. The agenda was suggested by 
community members and the meeting of just over 50 people was positive and productive (see report) – we were very pleased to have 
Geoff Howard, Member for Ballarat East in attendance (even though the parliament was in session), together with Cr Sebastian 
Klein, Captain Brian Smith and other CFA members and Sergeant Greg Falkiner. TRATA has also voted to donate $1,000 from the 
proceeds of the monthly Markets, to the local CFA to use as they see fit towards the bushfires response. 
April is a special month in Trentham with the Easter Art & Craft Show and the ANZAC services. The ANZAC dawn service is a 
moving ceremony that recognises the contributions of Australia’s armed forces in a community commemoration. Standing in the 
darkness with a couple of hundred fellow citizens, muffled greetings falling silent as the solemn observances are made . . . then, as the 
light grows, the community roll-call and some items from talented local people is an experience that has a deep meaning for the 
individuals present and our sense of community. And afterwards everyone moves on to the CFA depot for a hearty breakfast. Please 
support these special occasions. 
Ian MacBean 
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New Members 

For our great kinder 
All welcome 

If you child is turning 4 before April 30, 
we ask that you consider enrolling in our 
Fully funded program. Due to low 
enrolments we are delaying the start of 
our three year old program, however 
enrolments are open for both programs. 
One enrolment can make all the 
difference. Contact the Kindergarten for 
information, 6 Bridge St. Trentham ph 
542411543 Email: 
trentham.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 
 

Easter Art & Craft Show 
You may like to have a preview of 
the wonderful range of art & craft on 
show at the opening night, getting 
first chance to purchase one or two 
of the exquisite pieces which are all 
for sale and find out who won the 
awards.  Join us all in the colourful 
atmosphere with a glass or two of 
wine, a delicious supper and you 
may go home with the door prize, all 
for only $15 per person. Otherwise 
drop in over the weekend and have a 
look – it’s open each day of Easter 
from 10 to 4 at the Mechanics Hall. 

Trentham 
Neighbourhood Centre 

Autumn term brochure is out now 
Look out for  First Aid Level 2, our 
series of  exciting workshops for 
Youth in silver jewellery making 

Trentham Residents and Traders Association Inc. (TRATA) 
Registration Number A0033785J 

 
"For the promotion and improvement of Trentham by encouraging Community 
involvement in decisions affecting all Residents and Traders and to establish effective 
communication and representation of the Town within and outside the Shire." 

Visit the Trentham Community website at www.trentham.org.au

Weather Report   Dr. J. Hollis 
TRENTHAM IN FEBRUARY 
Rainfall 1.8mm   Av 59.6 
Mean max temp. 23.3ºC   Av 21.8  
RECORD DRY, EXTREME HEAT 
(AGAIN)The average maximum temp. 
for the 21 days ended 7th was a 
staggering 30º! 17 of these days 
exceeded 25º and 10 passed 30º. Two 
days even exceeded the previous 
highest maximum. “Searing Saturday”, 
7th reached a probably unprecedented 
39.2º, or 40.2º at Groves St. AWS. 
This memorable day saw high-level 
dust then a thunderstorm and at 
Gunyah Bend, an 85kmh squall with 
hail. Trees were felled. A muddy rain 
followed. In stark contrast, a very cool 
period followed with strong SSE 
winds. Smokey days then alternating 
cool and warm spells. The total rainfall 
for the 71 days to 28th of 4.8mm was 
the lowest on record. 



'Make your mark' supported by the 
Hepburn Shire, Continuing 
computers, and the fascinating & 
extremely popular workshop - 
Exploring the Fungi Kingdom.  
Make sure you pick up a brochure 
from the centre or get onto our 
mailing list to see our extensive 
range of activities and classes on 
offer 
Trentham Neighbourhood Centre 
Tel    (03) 5424 1354 
Fax   (03) 5424 1354 
Email info@trenthamcentre.com 
 

HSC Meeting in 
Trentham 

Some may not have realised it but 
the Hepburn Shire Council used to 
rotate their monthly meetings around 
the shire and each year a couple 
were held in Trentham.  The 
previous council decided to 
discontinue that about 18 months 
ago and all HSC meetings were held 
in Daylesford. The new (current) 
council decided to rotate HSC 
meetings around Clunes, Creswick, 
Daylesford and Trentham and the 
next meeting to be held will be at the 
Trentham Mechanics Hall at 7pm, 
Tue. 21 April (other HSC meetings 
in Trentham this year are to be held 
Tue 18 Aug. and Tue 21 Dec.) 
A good turnout to this would show 
we are interested in our local 
government. Please note that the 
rules for Public Question time have 
changed - residents are welcome to 
participate by submitting written 
questions using a Public Question 
Time form which must be handed in 
to Council's Duke Street or Town 
Hall offices in Daylesford or the 
Albert Street office in Creswick 
before 12 noon on the day of the 
ordinary Council Meeting or by email 
to shire@hepburn.vic.gov.au.  
Please download the Public Question 
Time form from the HSC website or 
pick one up from any of the offices 
mentioned above. Questions without 
this notice will not be accepted on 
the night. 

Anglican Parish of 
Woodend 

Holy Week and Easter Day 
Services 

Sunday 5th April - Palm Sunday 
8.00 am - All Saints, Blackwood 

9.00 am - St George's, Trentham 
 10.30  am - St Mary's, Woodend 
 
Wednesday 8th April - Holy 
Wednesday 10.00 am - St Mary's, 
Woodend 
Thursday 9th April - Maundy 
Thursday 7.30 pm - St Mary's, 
Woodend  Eucharist & Foot 
Washing with Vigil 
Friday 10th April - Good Friday 
9.30 am  - St George's , Trentham 
11.30 am  - St Mary's, Woodend 
Sunday 12th April - Easter Day 
8.30 am - St George's, Trentham 
10.30 am -  St Mary's, Woodend 
 

 
 
Well, it's nearly Spudfest time again. 
May 22 to 24 to be precise so make 
sure you keep the dates free so you 
can participate in many activities. 
And also tell your family and work 
friends who may live elsewhere. 
Trentham will be the place to be on 
that weekend. You can see the list of 
a number of activities planned so far 
and I hope there will be more to 
come. The bus tours of the potato 
digger's huts were so popular last 
year that they will occur on both 
Saturday and Sunday this year. For 
those with surplus energy left on the 
Sunday afternoon we hope to use 
that up on the sports oval. 
Displays wanted:-  of any locally 
produced items (machinery, art etc.) 
If you wish to help or have any 
practical ideas on activities or any 
enquiries please contact, Bob 03 
5424 105 or Bette 03 5424 1127 

SPUDFEST 09 TENTATIVE 
PROGRAM 

Friday 22nd May:- 
7 pm – Official opening at the 
Mechanics Hall, finger food, BYO 
drinks, Irish music, $5 a head. 
Launch of history & recipe books & 
displays & musical theatre “Spud 

Rush” by Trentham Neighbourhood 
Centre’s children’s drama group.  
Saturday 23rd May:- 
-From 10am; displays in the 
Mechanics Hall 12-2pm cooking 
competition (CWA) 
-10am & 2pm Bus tours of the 
diggers huts at Little Hampton. 
-From 2pm music events at St 
George’s church (harpists) & Irish 
music at Des’s Cool Country Tavern. 
-Potato sales by growers at the 
rotunda. 
-Potato digging on a farm. 
-Meals in eateries during the day. 
-6.30 pm dinner at the Mechanics 
with Bluegrass music 
(Neighbourhood House organizing). 
-Dinner at Red Beard’s with 
singer/guitarist. 
Sunday 24th May:- 
-9am Market at the Old Railway 
Station, Devonshire teas (CWA) 
-10am & 2pm bus tours of the huts 
-Games for the kids (Guides) 
-Music events, meals in the eateries. 
-From 2.30pm Games at the football 
oval. Details to come.                             

 
Wanted 

Business Support Project 
Interviewers 
Volunteer Interviewers are required 
to assist the Project Team to conduct 
surveys of Trentham businesses in 
April 2009. 
Please contact David Wilson 
54241882 or Andy Robertson 
54241100 or email 
andy@y2ar.com.au to register your 
interest. 
 

 
Lions Club News 

Monthly Dance Program. 
Old Time Dancing is held on 2nd 
Friday each month in the 
Trentham Mechanics Hall.  
Dances start at 7.30pm.  
Admission is $8 per person, 
including supper and a door prize 
draw.  Music is provided by the 
“Rythmaires”.  Each alternate 
dance is held in aid of the 
Trentham Historical Society. 
Enquiries: Elizabeth 5424 1254.  



Dates for the next few 2009 
dances are: 

• April (Easter) – no 
dance 

• May 8th 
• June 12th 

Noah’s in Tylden on 6th March 
was packed to the rafters for their 
Opening Night which was a 
Trentham Lions Club Bushfire 
Fund Raiser.  A wonderful 
evening and a great success 
raising in the vicinity of $8,000 in 
donations – a great effort from 
the donors, spontaneous patrons, 
Ken & Carol Morris, the 
Trentham Lions Club, and the 
anonymous honky-tonk piano 
player! 
The Lions Jumble Sale on the 
21st March was a great success – 
thanks to all donations, visitors 
and purchasers.  Another Sale in 
Spring (November). 
Lions raffle winners 
proceeds to the Blackwood Wildlife 
Shelter, Drawn Sat 28th March 
1st Prize - Life size fibeglass 
wombat - won by Tom, Trentham 
Hotel. 
2nd Prize -Framed print of Phar 
Lap's "Flemington Onslaught - won 
by Steven Marion, Sunbury. 
3rd prize -  Presentation of Shiraz 
wine & tools for the wine buff - won 
by Jerry Wills. 
Thank you to all participants. 
 

VicRoads changes 
speed limits along 

Myrniong – Trentham 
Road 

For the safety of road users 
travelling along the Myrniong-
Trentham Road, VicRoads has 
changed all 90 km/h and 100 km/h 
speed zones to a maximum of 80 
km/h between Greendale and 
Trentham. In the past five years 16 
road crashes, including two fatalities 
have occurred along the 29 km 
Myrniong-Trentham Road. Lance 
Midgley, VicRoads Western 
Regional Director, said during the 
past five years, VicRoads had made 
various safety upgrades to 
Myrniong-Trentham Road including 
installing guardrail, advisory 

warning signs and guide posts and 
road widening and edge line 
treatments. “These speed limit 
changes will further improve safety 
along this important road” Mr 
Midgley said. He said the stretch of 
road had numerous bends and curves 
on hilly terrain and the road was also 
flanked by many trees and it is 
important people drive and ride 
appropriately to the conditions. 

“Most crashes have resulted from the 
loss of vehicle control by the driver 
or motorcyclist and motorists 
running off the road,” Mr Midgley 
said. He said the limit had been 
reduced to 80 km/h to improve 
safety and reduce the risk of run off 
road crashes. Posted speed limits are 
a maximum permissible speed at 
which drivers may travel on a road 
when safe to do so.   

Media enquiries: VicRoads 
Western Region media contact: Luke 
Mullane telephone 03 5309 8802. 

Editor’s Note: - It is noted that 
already people are removing or 
defacing the signs, presumably 
because they don't like the new 
restrictions.  Please bear in mind that 
the police are using radar on this 
road now and are booking people for 
speeding, so regardless of whether 
the signs are there or not, the limit is 
80kph and you will be booked if you 
exceed it.  And please think of the 
unnecessary death and maiming of 
animals along that road because of 
excessive speed, every trip you will 
see dead kangaroos, wallabies, 
wombats or possums and by 
observing the speed limit the native 
animals will have a better chance of 
surviving and motorists will have 
less chance of damaging their 
vehicle & themselves. 
 

Trentham Landcare 
Notes 

Clean Up Australia Day  
On Sunday 1 March 11 local 
volunteers gathered to undertake 
Trentham’s first contribution to 
Clean Up Australia. 
The group decided that the highest 
priority was the surrounds of the tip 
where paper, plastic and food 
containers had accumulated. These 
appeared to have blown out of 

vehicles or from the tip itself. 
Unfortunately, there were also some 
piles of assorted rubbish which had 
been dumped in the roadside 
vegetation possibly because the tip 
had been closed or the cost of tip 
fees for items such as mattresses was 
prohibitive. 
From this area the group divided up 
and collected rubbish along the main 
roads. One group proceeded all the 
way to Newbury. 
Most of the rubbish on roadsides 
consists of food and drink containers 
probably dropped by through traffic. 
Perhaps Trentham, as a tourist area, 
might consider the “Adopt a 
Highway” program which is 
common around many country 
towns. The idea would be to get 
local commercial or voluntary 
groups to take on a stretch of main 
road and regularly tidy up. Signs are 
erected to acknowledge these efforts 
and they attest to the fact that the 
local community cares. 
What about the Golf Club, Lions 
Club, Girl Guides, Landcare, 
Koppers Arch and TRATA for a 
start? 
Volunteers could then focus on 
public land rather than roadsides on 
“Clean up Australia” day. 
Landcare Meeting 
At the next Landcare meeting on 8 
April our speaker will be Rod May 
who is an organic farmer from 
Blampied and a councillor on 
Hepburn Shire. Rod is an interesting 
speaker who will cover soil health, 
carbon sequestration and 
biodiversity. 
Visitors are welcome at our meetings 
which are held at the Pig and 
Whistle Hotel at 8.00pm. 
Kit for New Landowners 
Trentham Landcare has compiled a 
kit of printed materials for 
distribution to landowners who are 
new to the district. Estate agents 
have agreed to distribute them and 
Landcare members are encouraged 
to deliver them to new arrivals. 
In addition to our Landcare 
publications the kit consists of 
brochures on weed control, control 
of waterways, fire protection and the 
availability of information on 
managing rural land. 
Committees of Management for 
Public Land in Trentham  



Three blocks of public land with 
important remnants of native 
vegetation in the township each have 
their own Committees of 
Management ( C of M ) This results 
in difficulty in attracting voluntary 
members and competition for scarce 
resources to control weeds and 
improve access to these areas. At a 
joint meeting of representatives of 
the Committees of Management for 
Stoney Creek, Bath Street and the 
Racecourse Reserves which was 
sponsored by Trentham Landcare 
there was general support for the 
amalgamation of these three groups 
into a single body which would over 
see all of the Reserves. This would 
encourage the promotion of these 
unique assets as walking trails, 
tourist attractions, preservation of 
open spaces and contributions to 
improved water quality. 
 Hepburn Shire are the C of M for 
the Bath Street Reserve at which no 
effective action has taken place for 
many years even though a budget 
allocation has been made. 
The C of M for Stoney Creek 
Reserve in Park Street has written to 
the Shire with the suggestion that an 
overall Committee be formed. Since 
this would mean that the local 
community would take over 
responsibility for Bath Street 
Reserve a condition has been set that 
the Shire make an annual financial 
contribution to its upkeep. 
 
Our Councillor’s Report 

Well the month of March brought 
relief in the way of much needed 
rain and recovery from the fires. The 
fire meetings saw Trentham 
residents drawing together in 
numbers not seen before and a 
council supported “Thankyou” event 
attracted around 200 people 
(including dogs), raising $700 in the 
process. The event was supported by 
the council and attended by CFA 
community Fire Guard officers, 
district officials and the local team 
and captain. 
The small numbers of dogs at the 
thankyou echoed the dog registration 
and microchipping in the week 
before, where dog owners braved 
torrential rain to ensure that their 
dogs are safe and traceable. I had the 

intriguing job of joining the Mayor 
in judging the dog show. 
Formulation of the Council Plan is 
well underway and the community 
will be invited to make submissions 
and to pass comment over the next 
month. A copy of the draft version 
can be found on the council website 
and Trentham and Coliban Ward 
residents will have the chance to 
speak with the Councillors about the 
plan and ensure it addresses their 
issues when Councillors and officers 
display it for public comment at the 
Trentham Mechanics institute at 7pm 
on Monday the 27th of April. This is 
the chance to ensure that Trentham 
priorities are shire priorities, so band 
together and use your collective 
voice to get heard. It is likely that in 
this context the findings of the 
Trentham community plan will have 
its first official hearing. 
If you have any more good ideas on 
how Trentham can emerge as a 
stronger community from these 
recent times of danger then please 
email them to my address below. 
Hooroo! 
Cr Sebastian Klein 
sklein@hepburn.vic.gov.au 
 

Kavanagh Reunion 
On the 26th April 2009 we are 
having a family reunion in Trentham 
at the Quarry St Reserve. Our family 
dates back to the 1860's and includes 
the Kavanagh's, Marshalls, Egan's & 
Hanna's. 
Over 30 people from the family were 
born in Trentham but most had left 
the area by 1910. Martin Kavanagh 
and Margaret (Cahill) emigrated 
from Ireland in the 1850's and from 
these two people over 300 
descendants have been born in 
Australia. 
Martin and Margaret had the 
Railway hotel in Trentham from 
1876 to 1889, they also owned a 
large section of land which is now a 
major part of the Trentham Golf 
Club. Martin and his sons ran a 
cartage business in town from 
around 1860-1900 
 John Barwick Marshal married 
Martin’s & Margaret's daughter 
Margaret and most of their family 
were born in the 
Blackwood/Trentham area, John ran 

a sawmill in Blackwood in the 
1890's. 
David Hanna was one of 5 founding 
members of the Trentham Lodge, the 
meeting to form the lodge was held 
in the Commercial Hotel on 28th 
August 1888. 
There would most likely be very few 
people left in town that would 
remember any of the families but 
they would have been major 
contributors in the forming of the 
town in the late 1800's, any enquiries 
please contact:- 
Bob Kavanagh, 438 Chevallum Rd, 
Chevallum QLD, 4555. Ph: 07 
54459622, bobkav@ozemail.com.au 

 
“SARGE’S” 60TH! 

Peter (‘Sarge’) Bruton celebrated his 
60th birthday with a lunch at the 
Trentham pub on the 14th March. 
Many friends & family attended (70 
people in all!). Some even travelled 
from Wagga to see Uncle Peter. 
Sarge’s actual birthday was St 
Patrick’s Day & he wonders why he 
wasn’t christened Patrick! 
Congratulations Peter! 
 

To be sure-Tommy 
Walsh makes front page 

of the ‘Guardian’! 
Did you see our Tommy’s photo on 
the front page of the ‘Guardian’? At 
82 years of age he’s still playing the 
violin & entertaining the crowds at 
the ‘Pig & Whistle’ on St Pat’s day! 
And of course he’s playing at the 
Irish nights at the Trentham pub, 
along with many others. Hope it was 
a happy St Pat’s for all! 
 
About this Newsletter 
The Trentham Community 
Newsletter is published the first 
week of every month except January. 
Guidelines for its Editorial Policy 
include: 
To inform the community of news 
and coming events that will 
contribute to building community 
well-being. 
To promote a positive image of 
Trentham and its community. 
To contribute to the historical record. 
To provide a medium for advertising 
services and trades offered to the 
community. 



 Submissions considered 
counterproductive  to this policy 
may not be published. Deadline date 
for all submissions is strictly the 
20th of the previous month. Word  
limit for contributed articles is 200 
words. 
We wish to acknowledge Catherine 
King MHR and her staff for donating 
the time and resources to print this 
newsletter. 
It is delivered to town residents and 
is available for collection from the 
Trentham Newsagency, Trentham 
Supermarket, the Neighbourhood 
Centre and the Visitor Info. Centre. 
If you would like to receive this 
newsletter via email, please send a 
message to <trata_newsletter-
subscribe@trentham.org.au> or visit 
the website and go to the ‘News’ 
section. Current and back issues are 
available on the website. 
* The next issue will be May, the 
closing date for submissions is 20th April 
and they can be sent preferably by email 
to the editor, ianw@kyldaraherb.com.au 
or to 108 Mulcahy’s Road Trentham 
3458. Also email to enquire about 
advertising. 
TRATA Committee: President: Ian 
MacBean, Sue Bruton, Gwenda 
Dickens, , Kaye Matheson, Georgie 
Patterson, Andy Robertson, Lori 
Victorsen, Bob White, Ian Williams, 
David Wilson. TRATA Mail address, 
PO Box 166, Trentham 3458 
 

 
Trentham Community 

Plan 
If you were unable to attend the 31 
March Workshop and would still like 
to have your voice heard, please use 
the worksheet on the back page of 
this Newsletter.  
Please identify or suggest the 2-3 
priority themes or issues that you 
believe are most important and think 
them through in terms of strategies, 
actions, priority, WHO and when – 
you might also like to think about 
the resources needed to make your 
priorities happen. The all-important 
'WHO' includes the individuals, local 
groups (existing or specific purpose), 
government, philanthropy etc and, 
most importantly, you should 
identify the local convenor who you 
think can champion/drive the 
proposal to a successful outcome. 

Please return (by 17 April) any 
completed forms, with your 
name/contact detail for follow-up, to 
me or via the TRATA PO Box 166. 
Ian MacBean 0438 529 481 
 

Petition To The 
Responsible Minister  

(refer to Report elsewhere in the 
Newsletter) 

The Petition of certain citizens of the 
State of Victoria draws to the 
attention of the Minister for 
Environment and Climate Change 
the discontinuation of staffing at the 
Blue Mount Tower during recent fire 
danger seasons. This fire lookout 
tower provides coverage of the 
Trentham, Blackwood, Bullengarook 
and surrounding districts, including 
sections of the high fire risk Wombat 
State Forest, that are not adequately 
covered by towers at Mt Macedon, 
Mt Blackwood and Mt Franklin. 
The Petitioners therefore request that 
the Minister ensure that the Blue 
Mount Tower is again staffed as a 
fire lookout on all days declared by 
the DSE or CFA as having a Code 
Orange (or equivalent) level of local 
fire danger. 
 

 
 
 

Blackwood 
Easter 

Woodchop Carnival 
SATURDAY 11th April 2009 

PARADE COMMENCES:11AM 
From the Blackwood Mineral Springs to 

the Carnival at the 
BLACKWOOD RECREATION 

RESERVE. 
EVENTS INCLUDE: Woodchop 
including Victorian Title 
Woodchop,Tug O’ War, Jumping 
Castle, Art & Craft Stalls, Plants, White 
Elephant, Children Races, Ferret Races, 
Animal Farm, Eric the Red Clown, 
B.B.Q, Devonshire Teas, Displays, 
Liquor Booth, Lollies & Lots more. 
ADMISSION: ADULTS - $5.00 
CHILDREN BETWEEN 5&14 $1.00 
CHILDREN UNDER 5 – FREE. 
FOR INQUIRES PHONE 
ELIZABETH ON 53686537  

 

It’s GR8 Being Me 
A 6  week program for young 
women living in the Trentham 
Community aged 13- 16 years 
Have FUN while you  find out 
more about: 

• Hip hop 
• Rock Climbing 
• Sexual health 
• Belly dancing 
• Yoga 
• Fitness 
• Meal & Movie 

Where: Trentham Community 
Health Centre 
When: Commencing Tuesday 
21st April 
Time: 5pm-7.30pm (Dinner 
provided) 
Booking Essential, Phone; 
53482523 
For more info phone Jan: 
0421658388 
 
 
 
 
TRENTHAM SUSTAINABILITY GROUP 

AUSPICED BY THE TRENTHAM 
RESIDENTS AND TRADERS 

ASSOCIATION, INC 
All interested people are invited to 
attend a meeting to establish a 

COMMUNITY  GARDEN for 
TRENTHAM   

to be held on  
Monday 27 April 2009 at 7.30 pm 
at Railway Station Meeting Room 
Special Guest Speaker: Sebastian 
Klein,  Coliban Ward Councillor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Further information contact: Glenda 
Holmes 5424-1727 or Jan Robertson 
5424-1100 

Join us to help make our 
community garden grow!! 



 
 
SPENCER CLEAROUT SALE 
 
Hundreds of new ladies spencers 

Being sold in a one-time-only 
Clearance Sale 

Long Sleeve,Sleeveless 
Short Sleeve 
Priced from $4 to $6 
10.00am to 4pm 

Sunday 12 April 2009 at Trentham 
Neighbourhood Centre 

For more information, please call 
Simone Yates on 

 Mob. 0428 507 872or  
Ph. 5424 1603 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TRENTHAM PETROL & STUFF 
Tel: 5424 1611 

Corner Victoria & Market Sts. 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

OPEN 8am- 6pm Mon – Sat 
            9am – 6pm Sunday 

- Eftpos facilities available 
- Petrol, oil, lubricants etc. 
- Mower blades, chainsaw 

chains etc. 
- Soft drinks & milk 
- Firewood permits 
- Rustic garden ornaments & 

artist supplies 
- Range of sunglasses 
- Plants 
- Live bait 
- Bags of redgum & kindling  
- Hay & Lucerne – small 

squares 

AUTO DETAILING 
Bookings required 

Leonie Dickerson 
Quality Detailing 

1 Albert St. TRENTHAM 
Mob: 0427744326 

                                                     

TRENTHAM PLUMBING 
                                                        

 
New Homes & Maintenance 

Septic Tanks & Sewerage 
Roofing & Gasfitting 

Rain Tank Installation 
Call Barry Hourigan for a Quote 
or to ask about a new Heat-Pump 
SolarHot Water Service 
2175 Trentham Falls Rd, Trentham 

Mob. 0428 507 872 or  
Ph. 5424 1603 

www.trenthamplumbing.com.au 



Trentham Market 
Vendors and Visitors 

Wanted 

Every 4th Sunday of the month at the 
old Railway Station - next market 

Sunday April 26th.  Please 
support your local market  

Operated by the Trentham Residents 
& Traders Association Inc. 

A Trentham Community initiative 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

MCKIBBIN 
      CARPENTRY 
 

             ROSS 
       0418 364 125 
    (03) 5427 2849 

       HOUSING 
               GENERAL BUILDING 
       CONSTRUCTION WORKS 
     mckcarpentry@bigpond.com 

   
     OUTWARDS 
              EXTENSIONS 
                                    DECKING 
                                PERGOLAS 
                            FENCING 
                            WOVEN WIRE 
                        TUBULAR/POOL 
                            COLORBOND 

Raoul Kent 
REMEDIAL MASSAGE 

 
3 MARKET STREET, 
(BEHIND HOUSE), 

TRENTHAM, VIC. 3458 
 

PH:  0418 393 493 

Seamstress 
Available for alterations 

and repairs, reasonable 

rates, phone for quotes  

Sheryl Lamb  
54241592 



Trentham Coming Events 
April 
3rd  FRI Trentham Film Society @ Neighbourhood Centre. 7.30pm. New members welcome. Your first 

screening free & includes cuppa. Showing “The Tree of Wooden Clogs, (G), Italy, Drama. Enq: James or 
Brad 5424 1126 or Maria 5424 1237. 

4th SAT  Community Market @ Neighbourhood Centre. 9am – 1pm. Enq: Katy 5424 1354. 
6th  MON Trentham Historical Society working bee @ old police station. Enq: Susie 5424 1272. 
9th THUR Art & Craft Show Opening Night @ Mechanics Hall 7.30pm @ $15 pp includes 
  wine & delicious supper. Enq:  Lyn 5424 1199. 
10TH-13TH  Art & Craft Show @ Mechanics Hall, Fri to Mon 10am to 4pm.  
(Easter)    
FRI to MON For enq: email lynw@kyldaraherb.com.au or phone 5424 1199. 
9th MON TRATA Meeting, Railway Station 7.30pm all welcome.  Enq: Ian 5424 1727. 
14th TUE Neighbourhood Watch Meeting. @ Neighbourhood Centre, 7.30pm all welcome. 
20th MON FREE BUS TO WENDOUREE, 3rd MON of each month. Community Link Program, dep/Trentham 

9am.BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL. Enq: Judith 5368 6697. 
Trentham Historical Society Committee Meeting 2pm @ old police station, Enq: Susie 5424 1272. 

21st, 28th. TUE  Trentham Playgroup  @ Mechanics Hall. 10 – 11.30am. Cost $3 p/family Bring a piece of fruit to share 
for morning tea.  Enq:  Jill 5424 1591. (Each Tue except school hols).  

25th SAT Anzac Day, Dawn service 6am at the Cenotaph Enq: Val 5424 1262. & 11am assembly for 11.30am 
March & Service.  Enq: Tim 5424 8291. 

  Anzac Day Luncheon @ Neighbourhood Centre.  Enq: Katy 5424 1354. 
26th SUN Trentham Market, 9am-3pm @ historical railway grounds, Victoria Street. Enq: Gwenda 5424 8223. 
May 
1st FRI Trentham Film Society @ Neighbourhood Centre. 7.30pm. New memberswelcome.  Your first 

screening free & includes cuppa. Showing “After the Wedding” (M) Denmark, Drama. Enq: James or Brad 
5424 1126 or Maria 5424 1237. 

2nd SAT Community Market @ Neighbourhood Centre. 9am – 1pm. Enq: Katy 5424 1354. 
5th, 12th, 19th,     Trentham Playgroup  @ Mechanics Hall. 10 – 11.30am. Cost $3 p/family. Bring a 
26th.   TUE  piece of fruit to share for morning tea.  Enq:  Jill 5424 1591. (each Tue except school hols.) 
8THFRI  Old Time Dance @ Mechanics Hall. 7.30pm. $8 pp incl supper, door prize, 
  spot prizes etc. Enq: Elizabeth 5424 1254. 
11th MON Trentham Historical Society Working  Bee,  old Police Station 2pm. Enq: Susie5424 1272. 
  TRATA Meeting, Railway Station 7.30pm all welcome.  Enq: Ian 5424 1727. 
12thTUE Neighbourhood Watch Meeting. @ Neighbourhood Centre, 7.30pm all welcome. 
18thMON FREE BUS TO WENDOUREE, 3rd MON of each month. Community Link  
  Program, dep/Trentham 9am.BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL. Enq: Judith 53686697. 

Trentham Historical Society, 7pm committee meeting.  8pm General meeting,speaker t.b.a:   at 
Railway Station.  Enq: Susie 5424 1272. 
TRATA Meeting,  Railway Station 7.30pm  Enq: Ian 5424 1727. 

22nd FRI  Trentham Spud Fest, Opening Night at the Mechanics & over the weekend also at Historical Railway 
Station. Potato product cooking 

  To 24THSUN competitions, display and sale of potato varieties, historical and current potato 
  Machinery.  Special potato dishes available at most eateries in Trentham. Potato Hut tours 
  Enq:  Bob 5424 1058. 
24TH SUN Trentham Market, 9am-3pm @ historical railway grounds, Victoria Street. Enq: Gwenda 5424 8223. 
June 
2nd, 9th, 16th, Trentham Playgroup  @ Mechanics Hall. 10 – 11.30am. Cost $3 p/family. Bring a 
23rd TUES piece of fruit to share for morning tea.  Enq:  Jill 5424 1591. (each Tue exceptschool hols.) 
5thFRI Trentham Film Society @ Neighbourhood Centre. 7.30pm. New members welcome.  Your first 

screening free & includes cuppa. Showing “Fanny and   Alexander” (M) Sweden, Drama. Enq: James or 
Brad 5424 1126 or Maria 5424 1237. 

6thSAT  Community Market @ Neighbourhood Centre. 9am – 1pm. Enq: Katy 5424 1354. 
8thMON  TRATA Meeting, Railway Station 7.30pm all welcome.  Enq: Ian 5424 1727. 
9thTUE  Neighbourhood Watch Meeting. @ Neighbourhood Centre, 7.30pm all welcome. 
12th  FRI Old Time Dance @ Mechanics Hall. 7.30pm. $8 pp incl supper, door prize, 
  spot prizes etc. Enq: Elizabeth 5424 1254. 
15th MON FREE BUS TO WENDOUREE, 3rd MON of each month. Community Link  
  Program, dep/Trentham 9am.BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL. Enq: Judith 5368 6697. 
28thSUN Trentham Market, 9am-3pm @ historical railway grounds, Victoria Street. Enq:  
  Gwenda 5424 8223. 
 

NOTE: To add or change information in this events column please contact-Velette 5424 1460 or vmarion@iprimus.com.au 
 
 
 



How can we help our town be better prepared for fire? – a report on the community meeting held 
11 March at the Mechanics Hall         
The meeting was convened in response to requests and suggestions from members of the community with an intention of 
exploring ways in which the community could support the work of the emergency services in making our town more 
prepared for future fires. It was stressed at the outset that nothing that might be said or proposed at the meeting would 
diminish in any way the responsibility of individuals to have a personal/household fire plan.  

Acknowledgement – the following motion was carried unanimously:  That this meeting of citizens of Trentham and 
districts express their sincerest appreciation and admiration for the magnificent work done by the emergency services 
personnel (CFA, DSE, Police and other) and the volunteer support and follow-up agencies who have responded to the 
terrible fires that have wrought such devastation and threat across wide areas of our state. We particularly acknowledge 
the work of these volunteers and agencies for their work in managing and controlling the fires that started near 
Daylesford, 23 February and threatened our communities.  

Specific suggestions from members of the community   - it was agreed that any suggestions supported by the meeting 
should be complementary to existing emergency services. 

• petition for staffing the Blue Mount Tower as a fire lookout – a proposed wording was agreed (see below) and the 
petition will circulated with a closing date of end of March (TRATA to collate and submit through local member 
Geoff Howard) 

• control of roadside weeds, particularly broom, blackberry and gorse – following a brief explanation of the 
significance of the density of these weeds in providing a ‘ladder’ for the fire to reach into the tree canopy, there 
was strong support for action and, despite some confusion about responsibilities, it was agreed that a local group 
convened by Landcare (Barry Elliott) and CFA (David Wheeldon) should liaise with the Municipal Fire 
Protection Committee to develop an action agenda. 

• promoting Community Fireguard – following a brief explanation, strong support was expressed. On a show of 
hands, ~20% of those present were already involved (mainly from just out of town) and another 20% indicated an 
interest in getting involved (mainly townies). Contact CFA for assistance to get a group started. 

• designated assembly point(s) – these present difficulties for the emergency services and the stay-and-defend or 
go-early recommendation was stressed. The meeting noted that there are no suitable locations currently available 
and the direction of the fire (most likely to be from the north-west or south) makes this an uncertain strategy. 
Another suggestion for a town bunker was seen as somewhat similar, but nonetheless there was clearly some 
interest in re-visiting both ideas at some future time, perhaps after the Royal Commission’s interim report. 

• fuel reduction burning – the meeting agreed this was a very complex (and potentially controversial) issue and 
certain to be dealt with at State level through the Royal Commission. Other than individuals becoming well-
informed and making submissions to the Commission, there is little to be done locally. 

• local fire information and communications – following some useful discussion of local issues (eg some parts of 
Trentham cannot pick-up ABC Ballarat) and the potential of technology, it was agreed that this should be further 
explored (by whom?). Also CFA use of siren to be explained in the Newsletter. 

• voluntary register of ‘stay-or-go’ intentions/decisions – local phone-trees or phone-circles do work (mainly on 
the outskirts of town) and could be further developed as part of Community Fireguard groups. Concern was 
raised about people with limited mobility and/or no transport and it was agreed that this should be investigated, in 
the first instance, with Meals-on-Wheels (Hepburn Health Services). 

• a town fire break – this suggestion had some support and may need to be explored as a planning issue initially: 
agreed to refer this and the related matter of fuel reduction burns within the town (particularly the reserves) to the 
‘roadside weeds’ group. 

• extending the free green-waste disposal service – agreed to seek extension from current November (extended this 
year) based on a balance of incentive, reasonable expectations of personal responsibility and costs. 

• a “town fire plan” – suggested that all of the above are elements of such a plan, which could be organised around 
a structure of: (i) reducing risk; (ii) more effective responses (incl. communications); and (iii) increasing 
awareness, through developing a culture of preparedness based on a list of every aspect of the fire risk problem 
and suggestions for action, assessing risks and evidence for taking action and implementation. 

 The ‘crunch question’ is WHO OWNS THE PLAN? – this involves a lot of work to develop the plan initially, 
 identifying who is responsible for its implementation, on-going review and accountability issues. 

Further to the actions above, it was agreed that interested people and groups should re-convene later in the year after the Interim 
Report from the Royal Commission. TRATA will again offer to convene the meeting as a community service. 

Ian MacBean (with the help of several other attendees) 



TRENTHAM COMMUNITY PLAN – WORKSHOP, 31 MARCH, 2009 
(NB – the themes and issues listed are prompts, although they are mostly taken from the surveys. We suggest that individuals should choose 3-4 and think them through across the other columns.) 

Theme or Issue Strategies – what approaches do we need to take? Actions – specific actions to address issue? Priority WHO? When? 
 
‘Big’ local issues 

• public transport 
• overdevelopment 
• future water supply 
• economic viability 
• streetscape 
• other? 

 
‘Big’ contextual issues 

• climate change 
• population growth & ageing 
• peak oil 
• future water supply 

 
Specific local issues 

• access & mobility issues 
• retail mix & competitiveness 
• maintaining the natural environment 
• working together 
• a social/community centre 
• indoor sports facility 
• tourism product & positioning 
• volunteerism 
• weed management 
• maintaining heritage & character 
• a bank 
• health services 
• signage 
• infrastructure 
• other? 
•  

Generic/reminder issues (as in – have we got 
these covered?) 

• youth 
• business & industry 
• environment & sustainability 
• health & well-being 
• education & learning 
• sport & recreation 
• culture 
• community 

     

 


